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CHAPTER VIII.






The Naval Retiring Board.




 

In the progress of the narrative, we now come to what was to Maury perhaps the most painful and mortifying episode in his career. Although restitution was made, and he was restored to the service and promoted by special Act of Congress, yet the iron entered into his soul.

On February 28th, 1855, was passed, by the Senate and House of Representatives, an Act to promote the efficiency of the Navy, by which it was provided that the President of the United States shall cause a Board of Naval Officers to be assembled, to consist of five captains, five commanders, and five lieutenants, who shall make a careful examination into the efficiency of the officers of the grades hereinafter mentioned, and shall report to the Secretary of the Navy the name and rank of all officers of said grades who in the judgment of said Board shall be incapable of performing efficiently all their duty both ashore and afloat.

The following is the official announcement, and the first intimation that Maury received that the Board had placed him on the Retired List:—


 



To M. F. Maury from J. C. Dobbin, announcing the Finding of the Naval Retiring Board.




	Navy Department, Washington, D. C.,

	Sir,
	September 17th, 1855.



The Board of Naval Officers assembled under the Act to promote the efficiency of the Navy, approved Feb. 28th,
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