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RACE BETWEEN CLIPPER SHIPS.
55




although my capacity to comprehend your beautiful theories is but limited. I have spoken as I feel, and with sentiments of the greatest respect, I am, &c.

Maury's "Sailing Directions" contain a particular and graphic account of a great race between four clipper ships from New York to San Francisco, viâ Cape Horn, which followed substantially, but with different degrees of fidelity, the "Wind and Current Charts", and suffered just so far as they disregarded Maury's directions. The 'Wild Pigeon' sailed October 12, 1852; the 'John Gilpin', October 29; the 'Flying Fish', November 1st; the 'Trade Wind', November 14. Their tracks are all known and laid down from day to day, almost from hour to hour. It is curious to find how they crossed and doubled upon each other—sometimes close together without knowing it, then falling far apart, once or twice coming in sight. At different dates their several chances varied most strangely. 'Flying Fish' made the voyage in 94 days and 4 hours; 'John Gilpin', 93 days and 20 hours; 'Trade Wind', 102 days; 'Wild Pigeon', 118 days. It is a thrilling narrative of perhaps the grandest race ever run.

The San Francisco Times reported:—"This city is the terminus of one of the most remarkable events on record. Two first class ships, the 'Governor Morton' and the 'Prima Donna', sailed together from the port of New York on the 14th of February; they were towed outside Sandy Hook, side by side, so near to each other that conversation was carried on by the commanders. The racing vessels crossed the equator in the Atlantic Ocean on the same day, though not in the same longitude. They entered the Straits of Le Maire the same day and came out of them the same day; they crossed the equator in the Pacific in the same day and in the same longitude. Both ships arrived within three hours of each other after a race of 16,000 miles! These two facts demonstrate the accuracy that has been attained in the










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:A_Life_of_Matthew_Fontaine_Maury.pdf/69&oldid=7578294"


		Category: 	Validated




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 10 July 2018, at 17:44.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






