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ordered, to conduct offensive missions from China Theater. Though this latter
was set forth as a goal of his labors, Brereton was also told that Stilwell could
order him to conduct such missions from India and Burma as Stilwell thought
necessary. These orders made Brereton, rather than Bissell or Chennault,
responsible to Stilwell for establishing U.S. air power in Asia.
Task Force AQUILA, containing the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Tenth Air Force, was the heart of the China aviation project. Other
elements of the project were: (a) Col. Leo H. Dawson's flight of 33 A-29's,
designed to deliver the lend-lease planes to the Chinese Air Force while the
pilots would join the Tenth Air Force; (b) Col. Harry A. Halverson's flight of
B-24's, known as the HALPRO Group and destined for the Tenth; (c) a
group of 51 P-40E's at Takoradi, West Africa, for delivery to the AVG; (d) Col.
James H. Doolittle's mission of medium bombers (later 16 B-25's), destined
for the Tenth; and (e) a block of 35 DC-3's for transport duty with the Tenth.
On 22 February, Colonel Bissell left for China to co-ordinate the China avia101
tion projects.
General Brereton plunged at once into his task of reorganization, reporting
that he would set up a service command area and a combat area. The Ferry
Command headquarters were to be at Karachi rather than Bangalore. He would
put Tenth Air Force Headquarters at New Delhi to be near General Headquarters (India), the highest command echelon in the Indian Army. Brig.
Gen. Earl L. Naiden would be chief of staff of the Tenth Air Force and Brig.
Gen. Francis M. Brady would run the Ferry Command. In order of priority
Brereton asked Washington to send air warning equipment and personnel, a
P-38 reconnaissance squadron, fighter units, and antiaircraft.102
In Iran, Brig. Gen. Raymond A. Wheeler was informed that he was now
commanding general of the Services of Supply in China, Burma, and India, and
that his mission was to do whatever was necessary to rush equipment and
supplies through to Stilwell. For this, he could assume any necessary supply
and administrative functions in India. To guide his planning, Wheeler was told
that a major convoy had been diverted from Australia to India, and that 120
fighter aircraft would arrive soon after. For the American forces in India,
Wheeler was to keep a six months' level of supply, for the 1,000 men to be in
China, a nine months' level.103 Naming the commander of a Services of Supply
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