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Unsatisfied global demand for post-secondary education

According to UNESCO (2009), there were almost 153 million post-secondary students worldwide in 2007, a 53% increase since the year 2000 and a fivefold increase in less than 40 years. The demand for higher education is predicted to expand from 97 million students in 2000 to over 262 million students by 2025. Daniel (1996) reported that a major new university would need to be created each week to address the anticipated demand. Usher (2007) of the Educational Policy Institute predicted that the number of students in post-secondary education will more than double in the next decade. Daniel, Kanwar and Uvalić-Trumbić (2007) report that "India alone would need nearly 2400 additional universities in the next 25 years - or roughly two new universities per week". This level of demand exceeds the capacity of the existing system to deliver and it is not economically viable to continue to build new universities. The magnitude of unsatisfied demand for post-secondary provision provides a solid economic imperative for an OER for assessment and credit for students project.


Growing inventory of open access learning materials

There are thousands of course modules presently available online, both commercial and free from respected institutions, along with millions of websites that can be used to support a wide variety of learning outcomes. Consider the following open access examples:


	The OpenCourseWare Consortium has indexed more than four thousand high quality university level courses (Heller, 2010; OpenCourseWare Consortium: Online);
	The OpenLearn website hosted by the British Open University provides free access to over eight thousand hours of learning materials (Open University: Online)
	More than six thousand journals are listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals. (Directory of Open Access Journals: 2011).
	Flatworld Knowledge, the world's first commercial publisher of open textbooks lists over seventy four textbooks in their catalogue as of December 2010. (Wikipedia 2011: Online)
	AU Press, hosted by Athabasca University, Canada's first open access scholarly press hosts more than forty scholarly works including several textbooks, and augments access to scholarly publications (AU Press 2008: Online).


The burgeoning phenomenon of free-tuition courses

Growth in the Internet combined with social media are contributing to an increased number of free-tuition courses being offered online.


Presently, more than four billion people have reasonable access to the Internet. More than 1.3 billion do so using mobile devices like cell phones, tablets, ebooks and notebooks (Chapman, 2010; International Telecommunications Union, 2010). Corresponding with increased access to the Internet, post-secondary institutions need to consider the impact of social media technologies. Social media encompasses a range of contemporary web-based technologies that


Page 7









[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Open_Education_Resources_(OER)_for_assessment_and_credit_for_students_project.pdf/10&oldid=11162457"


		Category: 	Validated




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 7 April 2021, at 11:46.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






