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unresponsive, with bubbles rising through his open, full mouth."[1] According to CIA records, Abu Zubaydah remained unresponsive until medical intervention, when he regained consciousness and expelled "copious amounts of liquid." This experience with the waterboard was referenced in emails, but was not documented or otherwise noted in CIA cables.[2] When two CIA Headquarters officers later compared the Abu Zubaydah interrogation videotapes to the cable record, neither commented on this session. A review of the catalog of videotapes, however, found that recordings of a 21-hour period, which included two waterboarding sessions, were missing.[3]

(TS// //NF) CIA personnel at DETENTION SITE GREEN reported being disturbed by the use of the CIA's enhanced interrogation techniques against Abu Zubaydah. CIA records include the following reactions and comments by CIA personnel:


	August 5, 2002: "want to caution [medical officer] that this is almost certainly not a place he's ever been before in his medical career…It is visually and psychologically very uncomfortable."[4]


	August 8, 2002: "Today's first session…had a profound effect on all staff members present…it seems the collective opinion that we should not go much further…everyone seems strong for now but if the group has to continue…we cannot guarantee how much longer."[5]


	August 8, 2002: "Several on the team profoundly affected…some to the point of tears and choking up."[6]




	↑ The description of the episode stated that "on being righted, he failed to respond until the interrogators gave him a xyphoid thrust (with our medical folks edging toward the room)." This passage was included in multiple emails, to include emails from the  OMS,  . See email from:  ; to: [DETENTION SITE BLUE] and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Departure; date: March 6, 2003, at 7:11:59 PM; email from:    , OMS; to: [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Acceptable lower ambient temperatures; date: March 7, 2003, at 8:22 PM; email from:  , OMS; to: [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Talking Points for review and comment; date: August 13, 2004, at 10:22 AM; and email from:    ; to: [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Discussion with Dan Levin- AZ; date: October 26, 2004, at 6:09 PM.

	↑ Email from:  , OMS; to: [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Acceptable lower ambient temperatures; date: March 7, 2003, at 8:22 PM; email from:  ; to: [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Talking Points for review and comment; date: August 13, 2004, at 10:22 AM; email from:  ; to: [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Discussions with Dan Levin – AZ; date: October 26, 2004, at 6:09 PM.

	↑ CIA Inspector General's Special Review on Counterterrorism Detention and Interrogation Activities issued on May 7, 2004.

	↑ Email from: [REDACTED]; to:   and [REDACTED]; subject: Re: Monday; date: August 5, 2002, at 05:35AM.

	↑ Email from: [REDACTED]; to: [REDACTED],  , and [REDACTED]; subject: Update; date: August 8, 2002, at 06:50 AM.

	↑ Email from: [REDACTED]; to: [REDACTED],  , and [REDACTED]; Subject: Update, date: August 8, 2002, at 06:50 AM.
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