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A MODERN HERCULES.



reared brats in the world today. It would be a good thing to stop pro-creation for a generation."

"There is really some sense in that," thoughtfully reflected Wayland aloud.

Ouida continued: "The Romans were wise. They killed children not physically perfect. Pharaoh sacrificed the first born of the Jews. I see no cruelty whatever in the idea. But I will not continue this discussion. I am too full of anger."

"Because I won?" said the editor.

"Partially so," replied Ouida. "I was not consulted, and I refuse to be bound by such a silly arrangement. Think you that one sour, dyspeptic, gossipy editor, would for an entire evening suffice me, especially at the opera, where one who listens to the music, is entirely out of the fashion?"

"But—" the editor started in on a protest.

"I shall not listen to you," cried Ouida, as she imperiously stamped her shapely foot, "I will settle this matter by inviting you all to occupy seats in my box. I shall take no vote upon the matter, for well I know your acceptance is unanimous."

"But, madame," protested Wayland, "this is most unkind; you should not treat us as though we were children."

"I would you were as innocent," bantered the lady of the house.

"What do you know about us?" said Connors.

"Do you think I don't get some compensation for allowing Doane among my intimates?" said Ouida.

"So he gives you the news, does he, before the dear public gets it?" said Connors.
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