



	
	

	
	

	Page:010 Once a week Volume X Dec 1863 to Jun 64.pdf/231

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

Fbb.

i

ONCE A WEEK.

.

aware, of course, that the capture of your
cousin puts an end to oar unwelcome stay
It will be our duty to inarch with him at onco
that same evening to F&no.
May the time

pome,

Signora,

when

ire

may meet

uml'T happier ciroum
"
Addio, Signor Caporale
"
to you for much kindness

hex

>ora

I

!

am

"
!

grateful

!

" said the CorFarewell, Signora Giulia
the
kitchen.
of
in
the
act
leaving
poral,
"Oh, Signor Caporale!" said Giulia, sud-

"

!

"

will anything very
denly calling after him
bad be done to Beppo for going away?"
"
They don't want to be severe
Oh, no.


	


with the men.
They know, between ourselves,
Signora," he continued, dropping his voice as
he spoke, with the true Italian feeling that he
was approaching a dangerous subject, " they

know

that

it is

the priests that are really to

blame more than the poor fellows who take
to the hills.
Only
No, they won't do much.
let him buckle-to with a good will, and make
a good soldier, and all will soon be forgotten,
and he will be made a corporal in no time.
And you won't like him any the worse when he
comes back a smart soldier, Signora Giulia,"
said the Corporal, with a somewhat rueful smile


	


" I shall tell him
that, Signora
Good-bye
"
No, no, you must not tell him that

"

—

!

!

at

not from me " said Giulia, very eagerly
And it
but the Corporal was already gone.
may be doubted whether she was very anxious
to prevent the little man from using any means
that such a consideration might supply towards
least

reconciling

!

Beppo


	


to his fate,

—

if it

must

in-

deed come to be his fate.
But there were yet two nights and two days
before that fate was to be consummated in the
manner Corporal Tenda and his men contemIt was a Friday on which the above
plated.
conversation had taken place.
There was,
the Friday night, all the day of
Saturday, the Saturday night, and the whole
of the day on Sunday, before the time fixed
for his coming to the tryste at the old tower.
And during all this time Giulia had to meditate upon the coming catastrophe
It was in
vain that she persuaded herself of the truth
of the Corporal's representation, that to be

therefore,

!

223

of the feeling with which Beppo, like
the army.
i

all his

Then

again, she put very little faith in the good
result of any of those promised representations
of the Corporal, to t!
hat the capture

was effected by no fault or participation <-;'
She knew well whaon the subject would be.
She was too well
aware how all that he had Men in Fano would

hers.

appear to his mind to be confirmation
as

Holy Writ

of

all

his

d

pictured to herself the bitter scorn with which
he would listen to assurances which, to him,

would have the effect of hi
her and her lover, for the purpose of
She saw
blinding and making a fool of him.
but too clearly how the circumstances of the
matter must appear to him, how they would
carry with them all the weight and authority


	i


of indubitable

facts,

while

the

explanations

which were to follow them would come halting
after with the weakness of mere excuses.
And
bearing in mind, too, Beppo's natural feeling
towards the person who was to be the bearer
of those excuses, she dared not flatter herself
In short,
that any good could come of them.

by the time she had spent most part of the

—

—

in
the Friday night, that is
ensuing night
meditating on the matter in the silence of the
night hours, the result was, that any good
effect which the representations of the Corporal
might have had on her mind at the moment

was altogether

obliterated.

And

during the whole of that day, the
Saturday, the hourly drawing near of the consummation which was for evermore to brand
her as false beyond all precedent falseness
infamous beyond all imagined infamy, was
never for a moment absent from her mind.
But by the time the Ave Maria had come, she
had determined on a course of action.
It was very doubtful whether the effort she
purposed making would be of any avail but
at least, her intention involved self-sacrifice
and action, with however desperate a hope,

—


	


	


was preferable to hopeless agonised waiting

in

inaction for the catastrophe.

The night came. The farmer and Carlo
came home to their supper but there were


	


captured and taken off by force to serve his
time in the army was all for his advantage.
Giulia, if not altogether imbued herself with
the genuine coutadino horror for the service,
for her views and feelings had been a
good
deal modified and enlarged in this respect by
her residence in the city, and by her associa-

only three of the soldiers to sup with them.
Giulia had not seen the Corporal since her
conversation with him in the morning.
And
now he and one of the men were absent at the
But there was nothing unusual
supper- time.
in this.
Two, or more, of the party were
often absent, sometimes all night, patrolling the

tion there with
military men, and by the conversations which she had sometimes taken
part
in, but had oftoner listened to ;
nevertheless,

in obedience to information furnished

was quite contadina enough to be well aware

in

—

—

neighbourhood, or marching hither and thither

them

—

in all probability intentionally false information


the majority of cases—of the whereabout of














Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:010_Once_a_week_Volume_X_Dec_1863_to_Jun_64.pdf/231&oldid=13203404"


		Category: 	Not proofread


Hidden category: 	Pages using pixel widths (border)




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 10 May 2023, at 15:26.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		
	






