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CHAPTER XIII




 

SINCE his marriage had been decided on, M. Hervart seemed very happy. Rose's conﬁdence in him had grown still greater and with it their intimacy. He hesitated now about only one thing: what date should he ﬁx? Rose, without admitting the fact, wanted to be married as soon as possible, so that she might know the end of the story. Women, however, are broken in to prolonged patience. She would wait, if Xavier decided that they ought to wait. To obey Xavier was to her a great pleasure.


M. Hervart's latest hesitations were not very comprehensible. His situation, after the winter, would be in no way altered. What was the present obstacle? Gratienne? Of course, he thought himself passionately adored by her, but would she love him less, would she be less hurt a year hence? His ideas about Gratienne, were, moreover, variable. At one
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