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will not increase, the further importation of slaves being prohibited, whilst the free migrations of white people hither is encouraged. But this hope affords no other relief from the evil of slavery, than a diminution of those apprehensions which are naturally excited by the detention of so large a number of oppressed individuals among us, and the possibility that they may one day be roused to an attempt to shake off their chains.

Whatever inclination the first inhabitants of Virginia might have to encourage slavery, a disposition to check its progress, and increase, manifested itself in the legislature even before the close of the last century. So long ago as the year 1669 we find the title of an act,**  Edit. of 1733. c. 12. laying an imposition upon servants, and slaves, imported into this country; which was either continued, revised, or increased, by a variety of temporary acts, passed between that period and the revolution in 1776.[1]—One of these acts passed in 1723, by a marginal note appears to have been repealed by proclamation, Oct. 24,




abolish it, on the other, will be confined to the people eastward of the blue ridge of mountains.


	↑ The following is a list of the acts, or titles of acts, imposing duties on slaves imported, which occur
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