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back for every offence.**  1680. c. 10. 1705. c. The same act prohibited slaves from carrying any club, staff, gun, sword, or other weapon, offensive or defensive. This was afterwards extended to all Negroes, mulattoes and Indians whatsoever, with a few exceptions in favour of housekeepers, residents on a frontier plantation, and such as were enlisted in the militia.†

†  1723. c. 4. Slaves, by these and other acts,‡

‡  1705. c. 49. 1723 c. 4. 1748. c. 31. 1753. c. 2. 1785. c. 77. are prohibited from going abroad without leave in writing from their masters, and if they do, may be whipped: any person suffering a slave to remain on his plantation for four hours together, or dealing with him without leave in writing from his master, is subject to a fine. A runaway slave may be apprehended and committed to jail, and if not claimed within three months (being first advertised) he shall be hired out, having an iron collar first put about his neck: and if not claimed within a year shall be sold.§

§  1753. c. 2. These provisions were in general re-enacted in 1792,||

||  Edit. of 1794. c. 103. 131. but the punishment to be inflicted on a Negroe or mulattoe, for lifting his hand against a white person, is restricted to those cases, where the former is not wantonly assaulted. In this act the word Indian appears to have been designedly omitted: the
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