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betrayal or disgrace in his party relationship can save his honor 
and political integrity by any less radical remedy than loud 
protest or open desertion. 

These things are easily said; and they are easily accepted, as 
long as they only flatter a self-complacent idleness of political 
virtue. It is not the mere slothful acceptance of righteous 
political ideas, but the call to action for their enforcement and 
application that tests the endurance and moral courage of men. 
He who sees the emergency and moves to the front where blows 
are given and taken must expect that but few of the thousands 
who speak bravely will be at his side. 

Mr. Schurz had the keenest possible apprehension of this and 
of all else that he would meet in the path he had entered upon. 
He was able to meet with calm defiance the denunciation and 
ostracism of partisanship; and he was able to meet with
undisguised contempt the abuse and threats of party sordidness and 
self-seeking. But he was obliged to suffer acutely and in silent 
resignation from the misconception of his efforts and even his 
motives by friends he loved, and from the distrustful misgivings 
of those whose judgment he greatly valued. And still he held 
his way — brave beyond the reach of moral fear, and confident 
beyond the reach of discouragement. 

Those of us who boast that we are Americans by heredity 
should not forget that he who thus wrought for the betterment 
of our nation's political ideas and practice was of foreign birth. 
And let us remember, too, with admiring appreciation, that while 
he never allowed his loving memory of his fatherland to fade, he 
at the same time earned imperishable honor in his newer citizenship,
and added lustre to the patriotism of his nature by
unreserved devotion and fidelity to his American allegiance. If his 
noble example and service suggest a home-thrusting contrast, 
they should especially incite to better duty and more political 
solicitude those claiming by birthright an advanced place in our 
citizenship. And all of us should take to heart the broad and 
impressive lesson taught to every American citizen by the life 
and career of Carl Schurz. It is the lesson of moral courage, of 
intelligent and conscientious patriotism, of independent political
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