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LIFE OF ARATUS.



to us. From this specimen of the great prose writer's muse we certainly should not rank him among the first class of poets; but it must be remembered, that he produced his work while yet he was a very young man, and the Latin language had not acquired that perfection to which the writers of the Augustan age advanced it[1].

The celebrated Germanicus Cæsar, son of Antonia, the niece of Augustus, amused the leisure hours of his military campaigns by translating the Phenomena. His version, in elegant Latin hexameters, gives him no humble rank among the poets of the Augustan age. He does not seem to have attempted the Diosemeia: it was either less inviting to his muse, or leisure might be wanting for the undertaking[2].

At a later period, in the fourth century of the Christian æra, Festus Avienus rendered the Phenomena and Diosemeia into Latin hexameters. His version is far more diffuse than the original, and assumes the character of a poetical paraphrase of Aratus. He considerably enlarges upon the text, follows out the fables, and occasionally adds fresh



	↑ "Conficit hanc versionem Cicero quod ipse testatur perquam adolescentulus; prodit quoque ea per se juvenilem ingenii vigorem, nee minus doctam et subactam Grseci sermonis poetici scientiam, simulque studium acerrimum patrium sermonein Latinum, turn a poetis parum adhuc tractatum et excultum, ad Greed sermonis perfectionem quantum fieri posset evehendi." (Buhle.)

	↑ "Dictio Germanici poetica, quamvis ille passim archaismum sectatus sit, longe est vividior et elegantior Ciceroniana, et prodit omnino poetam Virgilii et Horatii requalem." (Buhle.)
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