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A Commendatory Prayer  

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your  servant N. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of  your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your  own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy,  into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the  glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen.  

May his soul and the souls of all the departed, through the  mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.  


 

Prayers for a Vigil  

It is appropriate that the family and friends come together for prayers  prior to the funeral. Suitable Psalms, Lessons, and Collects (such as  those in the Burial service) may be used. The Litany at the Time of  Death may be said, or the following  

Dear Friends: It was our Lord Jesus himself who said,  “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will  give you rest.” Let us pray, then, for our brother (sister) N.,  that he may rest from his labors, and enter into the light  of God’s eternal sabbath rest.  

Receive, O Lord, your servant, for he returns to you.  

Into your hands, O Lord,  

we commend our brother (sister) N.  

Wash him in the holy font of everlasting life, and clothe  him in his heavenly wedding garment.  

Into your hands, O Lord,  

we commend our brother (sister) N.  

May he hear your words of invitation, “Come, you blessed of  my Father.”  

Into your hands, O Lord,  

we commend our brother (sister) N.
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