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Out of this can grow a still wider task—the achieving of just political settlements for the other serious and specific issues between the free world and the Soviet Union. 

None of these issues, great or small, is insoluble—given only the will to respect the rights of all nations. 

Again we say: the United States is ready to assume its just part. 

We have already done all within our power to speed conclusion of a treaty with Austria, which will free that country from economic exploitation and from occupation by foreign troops. 

We are ready not only to press forward with the present plans for closer unity of the nations of Western Europe but also, upon that foundation, to strive to foster a broader European community, conducive to the free movement of persons, of trade, and of ideas. 

This community would include a free and united Germany, with a government based upon free and secret elections. 

This free community and the full independence of the East European nations could mean the end of the present unnatural division of Europe. 

As progress in all these areas strengthens world trust, we could proceed concurrently with the next great work—the reduction of the burden of armaments now weighing upon the world. To this end we would welcome and enter into the most solemn agreements. These could properly include: 

1. The limitation, by absolute numbers or by an agreed international ratio, of the sizes of the military and security forces of all nations. 

2. A commitment by all nations to set an agreed limit upon that proportion of total production of certain strategic materials to be devoted to military purposes. 

3. International control of atomic energy to promote its use for peaceful purposes only and to insure the prohibition of atomic weapons. 

4. A limitation or prohibition of other categories of weapons of great destructiveness. 

5. The enforcement of all these agreed limitations and prohibitions by adequate safeguards, including a practical system of inspection under the United Nations. 

The details of such disarmament programs are manifestly critical and complex. Neither the United States nor any other nation can properly claim to possess a perfect, immutable formula. But the formula matters less than the faith—the good faith without which no formula can work justly and effectively. 

The fruit of success in all these tasks would present the world with the greatest task, and the greatest opportunity, of all. It is this: the dedication of the energies, the resources, and the imaginations of all peaceful nations to a new kind of war. This would be a declared total war, not upon any human enemy but upon the brute forces of poverty and need.
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