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The peace we seek, rounded upon decent trust and cooperative effort among nations, can be fortified, not by weapons of war but by wheat and by cotton, by milk and by wool, by meat and by timber and by rice. These are words that translate into every language on earth. These are needs that challenge this world in arms. 

This idea of a just and peaceful world is not new or strange to us. It inspired the people of the United States to initiate the European Recovery Program in 1947. That program was prepared to treat, with like and equal concern, the needs of Eastern and Western Europe. 

We are prepared to reaffirm, with the most concrete evidence, our readiness to help build a world in which all peoples can be productive and prosperous. 

This Government is ready to ask its people to join with all nations in devoting a substantial percentage of the savings achieved by disarmament to a fund for world aid and reconstruction. The purposes of this great work would be to help other peoples to develop the undeveloped areas of the world, to stimulate profitable and fair world trade, to assist all peoples to know the blessings of productive freedom. 

The monuments to this new kind of war would be these: roads and schools, hospitals and homes, food and health. 

We are ready, in short, to dedicate our strength to serving the needs, rather than the fears, of the world. 

We are ready, by these and all such actions, to make of the United Nations an institution that can effectively guard the peace and security of all peoples. 

I know of nothing I can add to make plainer the sincere purpose of the United States. 

I know of no course, other than that marked by these and similar actions, that can be called the highway of peace. 

I know of only one question upon which progress waits. It is this: 

What is the Soviet Union ready to do? 

Whatever the answer be, let it be plainly spoken. 

Again we say: the hunger for peace is too great, the hour in history too late, for any government to mock men's hopes with mere words and promises and gestures. 

The test of truth is simple. There can be no persuasion but by deeds. 

Is the new leadership of the Soviet Union prepared to use its decisive influence in the Communist world, including control of the flow of arms, to bring not merely an expedient truce in Korea but genuine peace in Asia? 

Is it prepared to allow other nations, including those of Eastern Europe, the free choice of their own forms of government?
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