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Is it prepared to act in concert with others upon serious disarmament proposals to be made firmly effective by stringent U.N. control and inspection? 

If not, where then is the concrete evidence of the Soviet Union's concern for peace? 

The test is clear. 

There is, before all peoples, a precious chance to turn the black tide of events. If we failed to strive to seize this chance, the judgment of future ages would be harsh and just. 

If we strive but fail and the world remains armed against itself, it at least need be divided no longer in its clear knowledge of who has condemned humankind to this fate. 

The purpose of the United States, in stating these proposals, is simple and clear. 

These proposals spring, without ulterior purpose or political passion, from our calm conviction that the hunger for peace is in the hearts of all peoples—those of Russia and of China no less than of our own country. 

They conform to our firm faith that God created men to enjoy, not destroy, the fruits of the earth and of their own toil. 

They aspire to this: the lifting, from the backs and from the hearts of men, of their burden of arms and of fears, so that they may find before them a golden age of freedom and of peace. 

Note: The President's address was broadcast over television and radio from the Statler Hotel in Washington.
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