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terest, profit, etc.[1] The powerful and ever-increasing 
assistance given by past labour to the living labour process under
the form of means of production, is therefore, attributed to
that form of past labour in which it is alienated, as unpaid
labour, from the worker himself, 2.e., to its capitalistic form.
The practical agents of capitalistic production and their 
pettifogging ideologists are as unable to think of the means of
production as separate from the antagonistic social mask they
wear to-day, as a slave-owner to think of the worker himself
as distinct from his character as a slave.

With a given degree of exploitation of labour-power, the
mass of the surplus-value produced is determined by the 
number of workers simultaneously exploited; and this corresponds,
although in varying proportions, with the magnitude of the
capital. The more, therefore, capital increases by means of
successive accumulations, the more does the sum of the value
increase that is divided into consumption-fund and 
accumulation-fund. The capitalist can therefore, live a more jolly
life, and at the same time show more “abstinence.” And,
finally, all the springs of production act with greater elasticity,
the more its scale extends with the mass of the capital advanced.


 


SECTION 5.—THE SO-CALLED LABOUR FUND.




It has been shown in the course of this inquiry that capital
is not a fixed magnitude, but is a part of social wealth, elastic
and constantly fluctuating with the division of fresh 
surplus-value into revenue and additional capital. It has been
seen further that, even with a given magnitude of functioning 
capital, the labour-power, the science, and the land (by
which are to be understood, economically, all conditions of
labour furnished by Nature independen.ly of man), embodied
in it, from elastic powers of capital, allowing it, within 
certain limits, a field of action independent of its own magnitude.
In this inquiry we have neglected all effects of the process of
circulation, effects which may produce very different degrees



	↑ M‘Culloch took out a patent for “wages of past labour,” long before Senior did for “wages of abstinence.”
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