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Capitalist Production.



man,’ when the gallon or half-peck loaf of 8 lbs. 11 oz. is
at 1s., and increase regularly till bread is 1s. 5d.; when it is
above that sum, decrease regularly till it be at 2s., and then
his food should be 1/5th less.”[1] Before the Committee of 
Inquiry of the House of Lords, 1814, a certain A. Bennett, a
large farmer, magistrate, poor-law guardian, and wage-regulator, 
was asked: “Has any proportion of the value of daily
labour been made up to the labourers out of the poors’ rate?”
Answer: “Yes, it has; the weekly income of every family is
made up to the gallon loaf (8 lbs. 11 0z.), and 3d. per head!…
The gallon loaf per week is what we suppose sufficient 
for the maintenance of every person in the family for
the week; and the 3d. is for clothes, and if the parish think
proper to find clothes, the 3d. is deducted. This practice goes
through all the western part of Wiltshire, and, I believe,
throughout the country.”[2] “For years,” exclaims a bourgeois
author of that time, “they (the farmers) have degraded a 
respectable class of their countrymen, by forcing them to have
recourse to the workhouse … the farmer, while 
increasing his own gains, has prevented any accumulation on the
part of his labouring dependants.”[3] The part played in our
days by the direct robbery from the labourer’s necessary 
consumption-fund in the formation of surplus-value, and, 
therefore, of the accumulation fund of capital, the so-called 
domestic industry has served to show. (Ch. xv., sect. 8, d.)
Further facts on this subject will be given later.

Although in all branches of Industry that part of the
constant capital consisting of instruments of labour must be
sufficient for a certain number of labourers (determined by
the magnitude of the undertaking), it by no means always
necessarily increases in the same proportion as the quantity
of labour employed. In a factory, suppose that 100 labourers



	↑ G. B. Newnbam (barrister-at-law): “A Review of the Evidence before the Committee of the two Houses of Parliament on the Corn Laws. Lond., 1815,” p. 28, note.

	↑ l. c., pp. 19, 20.

	↑ C. H. Parry, l. c., pp. 77, 69. The landlords, on their side, not only “indemnified” themselves for the Anti-jacobin war, which they waged in the name of England, but enriched themselves enormously. Their rents doubled, trebled, quadrupled, “and in one instance, increased sixfold in eighteen years.” (l. c., pp. 100, 101.)
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