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Capitalist Production.



beautiful and romantic valleys of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire 
and Lancashire, secluded from the public eye, became the
dismal solitudes of torture, and of many a murder. The
profits of manufactures were enormous; but this only whetted
the appetite that it should have satisfied, and therefore the
manufacturers had recourse to an expedient that seemed to
secure to them those profits without any possibility of limit;
they began the practice of what is termed “night-working,”
that is, having tired one set of hands, by working them
throughout the day, they had another set ready to go on
working throughout the night; the day-set getting into the
beds that the night-set had just quitted, and in their turn
again, the night-set getting into the beds that the day-set
quitted in the morning. It is a common tradition in 
Lancashire, that the beds never get cold.”[1]

With the development of capitalist production during the
manufacturing period, the public opinion of Europe had lost
the last remnant of shame and conscience. The nations
bragged cynically of every infamy that served them as a means
to capitalistic accumulation. Read, e.g., the naïve Annals of
Commerce of the worthy A. Anderson. Here it is trumpetted
forth as a triumph of English statecraft that at the Peace of
Utrecht, England extorted from the Spaniards by the Asiento
Treaty the privilege of being allowed to ply the negro-trade,
until then only carried on between Africa and the English



	↑ {{subst:al|John Fielden}}, l. c., pp. 5, 6. On the earlier infamies of the factory system, cf. Dr. Aikin (1795) l. c., p. 219, and Gisborne: Enquiry into the Duties of Men, 1795, Vol. II. When the steam-engine transplanted the factories from the country waterfalls to the middle of towns, the “abstemious” surplus-value maker found the child-material ready to his hand, without being forced to seek slaves from the workhouses. When Sir R. Peel, (father of the “minister of plausibility”), brought in his bill for the protection of children, in 1815, Francis Horner, lumen of the Bullion Committee and intimate friend of Ricardo, said in the House of Commons: “It is notorious, that with a bankrupt’s effects, a gang, if he might use the word, of these children had been put up to sale, and were advertised publicly as part of the property. A most atrocious instance had been brought before the Court of King’s Bench two years before, in which a number of these boys, apprenticed by a parish in London to one manufacturer, had been transferred to another, and had been found by some benevolent persons in a state of absolute famine. Another case more horrible had come to his knowledge while on a [Parliamentary] Committee … that not many years ago, an agreement had been made between a London parish and a Lancashire manufacturer, by which it was stipulated, that with every 20 sound children one idiot should be taken.”
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