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even more mysterious and remarkable person who lived at Stoke Newington a century before Poe went to school there—to wit Daniel Defoe, the author of "Robinson Crusoe." But, however little right a deserter may have to preach investigation to Poe students, that must be the burden of my counsel. We must not suppose for one instant that we yet have sufficient material for passing a definite and adequate judgment upon Poe the man. An important batch of letters has just seen the light. There are, as I happen to know, other letters extant that possess distinct value, and there is the chance that facts of more or less importance may come to light from diaries and newspapers.

Let me illustrate somewhat concretely what I mean. Poe's life in the city of Richmond falls into four main periods—his early childhood, his schooldays from August, 1820, to February, 1826; his editorial connection with the Southern Literary Messenger from the middle of 1835 to the beginning of 1837,[1] and his visit from July to the end of September, 1849, just before he went to Baltimore to die. A fair amount of light has been thrown upon his social status during three of these periods, but very little is known about it during the months when he was editor of the Messenger. Old schoolmates who were living in the city during those months pass over the period in their reminiscences written in after years. We may accept his own statement that his friends received him with open arms, or we may believe that poverty and hard





	↑ See on this point the letter from Poe to Mrs. Sarah J. Hale communicated by Mr. Killis Campbell to The Nation, July 1, 1909.
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