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Executive Order 14053 of November 15, 2021

Improving Public Safety and Criminal Justice for Native Americans and Addressing the Crisis of Missing or Murdered Indigenous People


 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, I hereby order as follows:

 Section 1. Policy. The safety and well-being of all Native Americans is
a top priority for my Administration. My Administration will work hand
in hand with Tribal Nations and Tribal partners to build safe and healthy
Tribal communities and to support comprehensive law enforcement, prevention, intervention, and support services.

Generations of Native Americans have experienced violence or mourned
a missing or murdered family member or loved one, and the lasting impacts
of such tragedies are felt throughout the country. Native Americans face
unacceptably high levels of violence, and are victims of violent crime at
a rate much higher than the national average. Native American women,
in particular, are disproportionately the victims of sexual and gender-based
violence, including intimate partner homicide. Research shows that approximately half of Native American women have experienced sexual violence
and that approximately half have experienced physical violence by an intimate partner. LGBTQ+ Native Americans and people who identify as ‘‘Two-Spirit’’ people within Tribal communities are also often the targets of violence. And the vast majority of Native American survivors report being
victimized by a non-Native American individual.

For far too long, justice has been elusive for many Native American victims,
survivors, and families. Criminal jurisdiction complexities and resource constraints have left many injustices unaddressed. Some progress has been
made, particularly on Tribal lands. Given that approximately 70 percent
of American Indian and Alaska Natives live in urban areas and part of
this epidemic of violence is against Native American people in urban areas,
we must continue that work on Tribal lands but also build on existing
strategies to identify solutions directed toward the particular needs of urban
Native Americans.

In 2020, bipartisan members of the 116th Congress took an important step
forward through the passage of two pieces of legislation—Savanna’s Act
and the Not Invisible Act of 2019—that include important provisions for
improving law enforcement and justice protocols as well as improving access
to data to address missing or murdered indigenous people. My Administration is committed to fully implementing these laws and working with the
Congress to fund these programs for Native Americans. Earlier this year,
the Secretary of the Interior and the Attorney General announced a Joint
Commission, established pursuant to the Not Invisible Act, that includes:
representatives of Tribal, State, and local law enforcement; Tribal judges;
Native American survivors of human trafficking; health care and mental
health practitioners who have experience working with Native American
survivors of human trafficking and sexual assault; Urban Indian Organizations
focused on violence against women and children; and family members of
missing or murdered indigenous people. The Commission will work to address the persistent violence endured by Native American families and communities across the country. In addition, the Department of the Interior 
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