



	
	

	
	

	Page:FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 54 (8).pdf/16

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.
"In sex-related crimes, the structure of the crime scene provides insight into the offender's patterns of behavior."

opinions. Therefore, we decided to
have the Agents make judgments
based on minimal unbiased data. We
theorized that if there was good
agreement among the presenter and
the other Agents, then the agreement
would become even better if more detailed information was available. Thus,
the most stringent test of interrater reliability would be based on the minimal data presentation.

After the presentation, the Agents
were allowed to ask questions about
the crime scene data in order to
remove any misunderstandings generated from the presentation. The combined presentation and question and
answer period took about 10 minutes.
The following is an example:



Case A: This case involves an
elderly couple found shot to death
in their rural farmhouse. The woman
was shot with a .410-gauge shotgun
in the back of the head, apparently
as she was typing a letter. She died
immediately. When the elderly
gentleman came home, he also was
shot with a .410-gauge shotgun by
a person who lay in wait. Neither
body was moved or molested.
There was no indication of any
manipulation of the bodies after the
initial gunshot, and nothing was
taken from the home. There was no
sign of forced entry and no
evidence of defense wounds or
escape attempts. Apparently, the
victims were totally surprised.
Because of these facts, it was
difficult to establish a motive.

Question: Were there any
fingerprints or footprints found?

Answer: There were fingerprints
and footprints found at the scene,
but they were not necessarily
foreign to the people who had
normal access to the house. There
were no suspicious fingerprints,
footprints, etc.

Question: Did the weapon belong at
the scene?

Answer: The weapon was not found
at the scene.




At this point, the Agents were asked
to make a determination of both the type
of crime and the structure of the crime
scene.


DATA ANALYSIS

Type of Crime

After a presentation similar to the
above, each Agent was asked to classify independently the crime. Although
the presenter had additional information available to him, he also classified the crime solely on the basis of
what he believed the crime scene in
formation indicated. The breakdown
of the 64 murders by type, as given
by the presenters, is listed in figure 1.

Sexual Homicide

There are various observations
and evidence that point to a crime
being classified as sex-related, including the body's attire or lack of clothing; exposure of the victim's sexual
parts (such as breasts or genitals);
sexual positioning of the body; sexual
injury; evidence of sexual activity on,
in, or near the body; and evidence of
substitute sexual activity or sadistic
fantasy. Case B is an example of a
sexual homicide.


Figure 1
Homicide Classification By Presenters
	Type
	Number
	Percent

	Sexual	46	71.9

	Nonsexual	8	12.5

	Unknown	10	15.6

	Total	64	100.0




Case B: A female was found behind
a group of trees about 100 yards
from a main road of a major city.
Her clothes had been carefully
removed, a stick has been inserted
into her vagina, her breasts had
been amputated, and her head had
been beaten so severely that her
face was obliterated. A bloody rock
was lying to the right of the head.
Evidence of sperm was found on
the victim's dress and body. Her
pantyhose had been removed
carefully, and her clothing was not
torn.




Nonsexual Homicide

Cases judged nonsexual in nature
have no evidence supporting a sexual
component. Case C illustrates this
type of murder.



Case C: A priest was found dead in
a confessional booth. The
investigation indicated that he was
probably talking to someone on the
other side of the booth who came
around, opened the door, and
stabbed him. There were multiple
stab wounds in the victim's chest
area, and the murder weapon was
not left at the scene.
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