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"Victims of serial murderers have been noted to share common characteristics."

nized and disorganized murderers. In order for the study to achieve its objectives, the Agents first had to classify the 36 murderers into the organized or disorganized group, the breakdown being 24 organized murderers and 12 disorganized murderers.

Results of Analyses

The study determined that there were significant differences in the crime scenes of organized and disorganized offenders, and that certain background differences were also found between them. There were four aspects of the crime where differences between organized and disorganized murderers were analyzed: (1) The murderer's action during the offense, (2) victim characteristics, (3) use of vehicles in the crime, and (4) types of evidence left at the crime scene. Table 1 provides the profile characteristics that achieved levels of significance between the organized and disorganized murderers, while table 2 shows the crime scene characteristics for the two groups.





	Table 1

	Profile Characteristics of Organized and Disorganized Murders

	ORGANIZED
	DISORGANIZED

	Average to above-average intelligence
	Below-average intelligence

	Socially competent
	Socially inadequate

	Skilled work preferred
	Unskilled work

	Sexually competent
	Sexually incompetent

	High birth order status
	Low birth order status

	Father's work stable
	Father's work unstable

	Inconsistent childhood discipline
	Harsh discipline as child

	Controlled mood during crime
	Anxious mood during crime

	Use of alcohol with crime
	Minimal use of alcohol

	Precipitating situational stress
	Minimal situational stress

	Living with partner
	Living alone

	Mobility with car in good condition
	Lives/works near crime scene

	Follows crime in news media
	Minimal interest in news media

	May change jobs or leave town
	Significant behavior change (drug/alcohol abuse, religiosity, etc.)



	Table 2

	Crime Scene Differences Between Organized and Disorganized Murderers

	ORGANIZED
	DISORGANIZED

	Planned offense
	Spontaneous offense

	Victim a targeted stranger
	Victim/location known

	Personalizes victim
	Depersonalizes victim

	Controlled conversation
	Minimal conversation

	Crime scene reflects overall control
	Crime scene random and sloppy

	Demands submissive victim
	Sudden violence to victim

	Restraints used
	Minimal use of restraints

	Aggressive acts prior to death
	Sexual acts after death

	Body hidden
	Body left in view

	Weapon/evidence absent
	Evidence/weapon often present

	Transports victim or body
	Body left at death scene



Organized Offender: Profile Characteristics

Organized offenders have a high birth order, often being the first born son in a family. The father's work history is generally stable, and parental discipline is perceived as inconsistent. Although the organized offender has an average or better than average IQ, he often works at occupations below his abilities, yet prefers a skilled occupation. His work history is also sporadic.

Precipitating situational stress, such as problems with finances, marriages, employment, and relationships with females, is often present prior to the murder. The organized offender is socially adept and is usually living with a partner.

The organized offender may report an angry frame of mind at the time of the murder or state he was depressed. However, while committing the crime, he admits being calm and relaxed. Alcohol may have been consumed prior to the crime.


The organized offender is likely to have a car that is in good condition. Evidence of continued fantasy is present in terms of taking remembrances of the victim or crime scene. Newspaper clippings of the crimes are
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