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Appendix 2: Letter from Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP to Sir Charles Walker MP dated 30 March 2023
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

LONDON SW1A 0AA





Sir Charles Walker MP

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA





30 March 2023

Dear Sir Charles,

I am writing to thank you and the members of the Committee of Privileges for providing me with the opportunity to give evidence on Wednesday 22 March.

At the end of the session, Sir Charles and Mr Costa asked me a series of questions regarding comments that have been made about the Committee’s work being a “witch hunt” or a “kangaroo court”. Having reviewed the transcript, I am concerned that, at the end of what had been a long hearing, I was not emphatic enough in the answers that I provided. As I hope I made clear in those answers, I have the utmost respect for the integrity of the Committee and all its Members and the work that it is doing.

It is of course right to acknowledge that I, along with my lawyers, have raised concerns about the fairness of the process that has been adopted. I think it is impossible for a Committee, however hard its Members try, to perform the roles of investigator, prosecutor and judge/jury. That is of course a separate matter, and participants in any process are entitled to raise such objections. I trust and hope that those objections will be considered and addressed in full on their merits. But that in no sense undermines my trust and belief that the Committee will address the evidence with integrity and with impartiality.

Yours faithfully,
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Boris Johnson MP
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