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Nixon had strong personal views on Cuba. This would be a change of his policy.

We should keep the initiative and not look like we were forced grudgingly.

The President: One other thing is the Byrd amendment. I know what the Department thinks.

Kissinger: [Discussion about State] They must be disciplined. On the Byrd Amendment, they are bucking for repeal.

My view is that every black African country is governed by a dictator and that is no better than a white dictator.

I have gone along just because it isn't worth the fight with the liberals. I haven't signed letters on it, but Humphrey has called.

The President: [Assistant Secretary] Holton tried to get me to do something when I was Vice President. I said I had voted for the Byrd Amendment. Jordan, head of the Urban League, called too.

I thought it was your view too.

Kissinger: I shouldn't look like I am supporting the Byrd Amendment because of the African states.

Should I make a few preparatory calls?

The President: When the amendment was approved, business wanted it.

Slowcroft: [Explained the raw material situation.]

The President: If it is not a raw material problem, why not repeal it?

Kissinger: What bothers me is the bypassing. But with the need for liberal and black support....

The President: I don't know whether the House has strength.

The black caucus: I could make points with them.
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