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her two companions.—Certainly, there
was no strain of doubtful Sentiment,
nor any phrase of difficult interpretation
in Lady D's discourse. Taking
hold of Charlotte's arm with the ease
of one who felt that any notice from
her was an Honour, & communicative,
from the influence of the same conscious
Importance or a natural love of
talking, she immediately said in a tone
of great satisfaction—& with a look of
arch sagacity—"Miss Esther wants me
to invite her & her Brother to spend
a week with me at Sanditon House, as
I did last Summer—But I shan't.—She
has been trying to get round me
every way, with her praise of this, &
her praise of that; but I saw what she
was about.—I saw through it all.—I
am not very easily taken-in my
Dear." Charlotte cd think of nothing


more harmless to be said, than the

simple
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