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ment for Gansky. At the time of the hearing, Gansky was thirty-four years old. He testified that he began working for Hi-Tech in June of 1991. He admitted that he had sustained a previous work-related injury to his lower back in February of 1990 while working for another company. As a result of that injury, he received a 5% permanent partial disability rating, and the claim was settled through a joint petition for approximately $4,000. Gansky stated that he did not have any physical problems when he started working for Hi-Tech. According to Hi-Tech's Industrial Injury Reports, Gansky injured his back on March 10, 1992, and missed time from work. Over seven and one-half months later, he experienced the injury that is the subject matter of this claim.

Gansky described the October 31, 1992 injury at Hi-Tech in testimony before the Administrative Law Judge: 



I was lifting parts that weighed about—I'd say anywhere from 150 pounds, maybe 200. They were 15 inch in diameter, solid steel, and I was lifting them and putting them in the lathe. I was doing the same parts all day, and finally my back just gave out, and I ended up with pains going from my shoulders into my neck and down my back and into my legs. At that time I had to quit and Joe had to put my shoes—change my shoes for me so I could go to the hospital. 




Gansky stated that a subsequent MRI procedure revealed bulging discs in his lower back. He was referred by Dr. Jeffrey Reinhart to Dr. Allan Gocio, a neurosurgeon, and to Cleveland Smith, a physical therapist. Gansky stated that after his injury, he had been feeling better and that he had tried to go back to work at Hi-Tech several times. In fact, he did return to work on January 12 and 13, 1993, but began to feel pain in his neck and upper back and a tingling sensation in both arms. After a week or two, the pain worsened and, according to Gansky, he had returned to Dr. Gocio. Gansky testified that on Friday, February 19, 1993, before he was to see Dr. Gocio on Monday, February 22, 1993, Hi-Tech told him that he could consider himself laid off. He expected Dr. Gocio to release him on February 22, 1993, but Dr. Gocio recommended the functional capacity assessment instead. Hi-Tech, however, contested the need for continued medical treatment and refused to pay for this evaluation. Gansky testified that he has not seen a physician since that time and that he has not gone back to work. He stated that he has been "[a]t home sitting in a chair watching TV." He testified
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