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 sclerosis treatments covered by the Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Risk Sharing Scheme for patients meeting published clinical criteria.

The development of the United Kingdom-wide network
of over 70 MS specialist treatment centres together with
an increase in the number of MS specialist nurses has
helped to improve the care and support available to MS
patients.



NHS




Mr Woodward: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what mechanisms he has available for dissolving an NHS Trust; which NHS Trusts have been so dissolved; and if he will make a statement. 
[166574]

Anna Soubry: Paragraph 28 of schedule 4 to the
National Health Service Act 2006 gives the Secretary of
State power to dissolve an NHS trust on the application
of the NHS trust concerned, or if the Secretary of State
considers it appropriate in the interests of the health
service. This power came into force in November 2006.

The following table gives details of the NHS trusts
dissolved using this power.


	 
	NHS Trust

	2012-13	Barts and the London NHS Trust

		Newham University Hospitals NHS Trust

		Whipps Cross University NHS Trust

		Great Western Ambulance Service NHS Trust

		Oxford Learning Disability NHS Trust

		Scarborough and North East Yorkshire NHS Trust

		Trafford Healthcare NHS Trust

	2011-12	Worcestershire Mental Health Partnership NHS Trust

	2010-11	The Bedfordshire and Luton Mental Health and Social Care

		Partnership NHS Trust

		The Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre NHS Trust

		The Winchester and Eastleigh Healthcare NHS Trust

		The Suffolk Mental Health Partnership NHS Trust

	2009-10	Queen Elizabeth Hospital NHS Trust

		Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust

		Queen Mary’s Sidcup NHS Trust

		Royal West Sussex NHS Trust

		Worthing and Southlands NHS Trust

	2008-09	No NHS trusts were dissolved in this year

	2007-08	Good Hope Hospital NHS Trust

		Hammersmith Hospitals NHS Trust

		St Mary’s NHS Trust

		Staffordshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust





NHS Foundation Trusts




Mr Chope: To ask the Secretary of State for Health


(1) what assessment he has made of the Competition Commission’s preliminary conclusions on the proposed merger between the Royal Bournemouth and Christchurch Foundation Trust and the Poole Hospital Foundation Trust; and if he will make a statement; 
[166545]




 (2) what his policy is on possible mergers of NHS foundation hospital trusts. 
[166546]

Anna Soubry: The Government’s policy is that all
mergers involving national health service organisations
must be in the interests of patients.
The Competition Commission’s review of the merger
between the Royal Bournemouth and Christchurch NHS
Foundation Trust and the Poole Hospital NHS Foundation
Trust is an independent statutory process. We have
noted the preliminary conclusions that were published
on 11 July 2013. We now expect the Commission to
carefully consider the benefits of the merger, taking
views from stakeholders, before reaching a final decision.




NHS: Drugs




Mr Chope: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what guidance his Department issues on interpretation of the performance of different NHS foundation trusts in the take-up of medicines at a local level as revealed in the innovation scorecard. 
[166544]

Dr Poulter: The Innovation Scorecard presents data
showing which local health services are providing which
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
recommended medicines and technologies. The Department
does not issue any guidance on the use or interpretation
of the Innovation Scorecard data.

The Innovation Scorecard is part of the Innovation
Health and Wealth programme being led by NHS England.
It is designed to provide patients and the public with
information on the treatments available within their
local hospitals and NHS services, and guidance on its
interpretation is a matter for NHS England. The Health
and Social Care Information Centre publishes guidance
alongside the Innovation Scorecard Data.




NHS: Procurement




Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Health (1) what proportion of NHS contracts have been won by commercial contractors; and if he will make a statement; 
[166404]

 (2) what proportion of NHS contracts concluded in the last three months have been won by commercial contractors. 
[166405]

Dr Poulter: NHS England does not hold a central
record of contracts that have been awarded to private
sector (″commercial″) organisations.




NHS: Public Appointments




Mr Woodward: To ask the Secretary of State for Health to which NHS trusts he has appointed a trust special administrator to exercise the functions of the chairman and directors of an NHS trust under the National Health Service Act 2006 since he took office; what the reasons were for each such appointment; and if he will make a statement. 
[166573]

Anna Soubry: The Trust Special Administrator’s regime for a national health service trust, as set out under Chapter 5A of the NHS Act 2006, is triggered by the Secretary of State.
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