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HARD-PAN



creature, so rich and tender in her splendid
womanhood! Letitia to make such a marriage—Letitia,
whom nature had designed to
be some strong man's guide and solace, to be
the queen of a gracious home, the mother of
tall sons and blooming daughters! It was a
sacrilege.

The carriage rolled out upon Market Street,
amid a din of car-bells and the roar of intersecting
streams of traffic. The outlines of the
high newspaper buildings were hazy in the
blur of the rain, but their illuminated windows
seemed dotting the sky far up toward the
zenith, where they burst into a splutter of
lights. From every point cars seemed to be
advancing, with their lanterns shooting rays
through the wet, and stretches of pavement and
pools of water gave forth sudden gleams. The
whole scene, lights magnified and outlines erased
by the rain, had a chaotic, broken effect of glaring
radiance and softly dark, looming vagueness.

Letitia again rubbed the window and leaned
forward. Her companion could see the outline
of her head against the light, as if it were
a silhouette backgrounded with gold-leaf. Why
should he not marry her? Would he not be a
better mate for her than the witless and sickly
boy to whom she intended binding her blooming
youth, for whom she would pour out the
treasures of her heart and reveal the sacred
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