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to any one. The ambition had originated with
Maud Gault, who, like most managing, clever
women, was a match-maker, and who, with her
social successes and pecuniary ambitions, would
naturally select as the husband of her only
sister this rich, agreeable, and presentable gentleman
who was so constantly in their society,
and who stood upon that footing of a semi-romantic
intimacy which distant relationship
gives. But it was difficult to force the two objects
of this matrimonial plot into sentimental
relations. Letitia was reserved upon the subject
of her own feelings. Mrs. Gault, who was not
reserved upon any subject except her age, could
get nothing out of the girl, either as to what she
herself felt for John or as to what she thought
he felt for her. Sometimes Letitia laughed a
little when the persistent questions of her sister
were hard to avoid; sometimes she blushed;
and once or twice she had grown angry and rebelled
against this intrusive catechizing. It
was difficult even for so keen a woman as Maud
Gault to read the girl's heart.

John Gault, who was sincerely fond of Letitia,
in a steady-going, brotherly way, watched
the manœuvers of his sister-in-law with a good
deal of inward amusement. He was confident
that Letitia entertained the same sort of regard
for him that he did for her, and he took an
honest and simple pleasure in the frank good-fel-
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