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PREFACE.



To-day we stand at the opening of a grand
vista of civil and religious liberty. Science
has sealed as the truth many of the hitherto
vague questionings of those who, in honest
search of the truth, had long ago come to
doubt creeds and dogmas. In time to come
they who first dared to pioneer the way to
perfect freedom of thought will be looked
upon as the benefactors of those whom at
first they only shocked. Among these benefactors must be counted the isolated women
whose life-sketches make up this little
volume. In selecting the subjects for these
sketches, regard was had only to the thorough Radicalism of the views they held.
There are many noble women of Liberal
tendencies of thought, whose names are well
known, who have done good and effective
work for Freethought so far as they understood it; but the most of these have only
succeeded in throwing aside creeds and all
sectarianism, as belittling and cramping to
the human mind, while still clinging to all
the essential points of Christian belief.
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