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advisor to Vice President Michael Pence, similarly testified that "it struck me as unusual and inappropriate."[1]She later added, "the references to specific individuals and investigations, such as former Vice President Biden and his son, struck me as political in nature."[2]

Events leading up to the July 25 call strongly support Ms. Williams's concern that President Trump's request was "political in nature." On May 2, 2019, President Trump retweeted a New York Times article entitled Biden Faces Conflict of Interest Questions That Are Being Promoted by Trump and Allies. [3] That article concluded that Mr. Giuliani's efforts underscored "the Trump campaign's concern about the electoral threat from the former vice president's presidential campaign" and noted that "Mr. Giuliani's involvement raises questions about whether Mr. Trump is endorsing an effort to push a foreign government to proceed with a case that could hurt a political opponent at home." [4] On May 9, 2019, it was reported that President Trump's private lawyer, Mr. Giuliani, planned to meet with President Zelensky "to urge him to pursue inquiries that allies of the White House contend could yield new information about two matters of intense interest to Mr. Trump."[5] Those matters were the same two investigations that President Trump raised on his July 25 call.[6] And as Mr. Giuliani stated in early May, "this isn't foreign policy."[7] Instead, Mr. Giuliani was seeking information that "will be very, very helpful to my client," namely "the President of the United States."[8] Again on May 9, Mr. Giuliani stated on Fox News, "I guarantee you, Joe Biden will not get to election day without this being investigated."[9] The next day, in an interview, upon learning that Mr. Giuliani was traveling to Ukraine to pursue investigations, President Trump responded, "I will speak to him about it before he leaves."[10]








a foreign government investigate a U.S. citizen and a political opponent. I was also clear that if Ukraine pursued an investigation—it was also clear that if Ukraine pursued an investigation into the 2016 elections, the Bidens and Burisma, it would be interpreted as a partisan play.").


	↑ Williams Dep. Tr. at 149.

	↑ Vindman-Williams Hearing Tr. at 34.

	↑ Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump), Twitter (May 2, 2019, 6:21 AM) (retweeting Kenneth P. Vogel & Iuliia Mendel, Biden Faces Conflict of Interest Questions That Are Being Promoted by Trump and Allies, N.Y. Times, May 1, 2019) (online and searchable at http://www.trumptwitterarchive.com/archive).

	↑ Vogel & Mendel, Biden Faces Conflict of Interest Questions.

	↑ See Kenneth P. Vogel, Rudy Giuliani Plans Ukraine Trip to Push for Inquiries That Could Help Trump, N.Y. Times, May 9, 2019.

	↑ See id.

	↑ Id.

	↑ In this interview, Mr. Giuliani stated: "My only client is the president of the United States . . . He's the only one I have an obligation to report to." Id. He also stated that the information he sought to gather "may turn out to be helpful to my government"—confirming that advancing his client's interests was all that mattered, and any incidental relation to United States public policy was secondary and incidental. See id.

	↑ Ian Schwartz, Giuliani: "Massive Collusion" Between DNC, Obama Admin, Clinton People & Ukraine to Create False Info About Trump, Real Clear Politics, May 10, 2019.

	↑ Andrew Restuccia et al., Transcript: POLITICO Interviews President Donald Trump on Joe Biden, Impeachment, Bill Barr, North Korea, Politico, May 10, 2019.
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