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that President Trump's actions were motivated only by the announcement of investigations. Ukraine is a key strategic partner of the United States. It had just elected a promising new leader who ran on an anti-corruption platform and was making strong progress in his reform agenda. But it had been invaded by Russia and depended heavily on United States support and assistance. The United States had provided such assistance on a bipartisan basis, with an overwhelming consensus in Congress and the national security community that this was vital to our own national interests.[1]To be sure, the President has broad latitude for certain policy judgments in foreign affairs in order to advance the national security interests of the country as a whole, but no witness interpreted the President's request for these investigations to be a change in policy, nor did his cabinet or Vice President.[2] This further supports the alternative and only plausible explanation that the President pressed for the public announcement of those investigations because they were of great personal political value to him.[3]

Third, the President's request for these investigations departed from established channels for making such a request. On the July 25 call, President Trump told President Zelensky that he should speak to Mr. Giuliani and Attorney General Barr.[4] But after the July 25 transcript was released, the Department of Justice publicly stated as follows:




The President has not spoken with the Attorney General about having Ukraine investigate anything relating to former Vice President Biden or his son. The President has not asked the Attorney General to contact Ukraine—on this or any other matter. The Attorney General has not communicated with Ukraine—on this or any other subject. Nor has the Attorney General discussed this matter, or anything relating to Ukraine, with Rudy Giuliani.[5]






Ukraine's current Prosecutor General Ruslan Ryaboshapka, who assumed his new position in late August 2019, has since confirmed the Justice Department's account. He told The Financial Times in



	↑ Ukraine Report at 68-70.

	↑ Id. at 132 (describing Ms. Williams' testimony that during the September 1 meeting, the Vice President "assured President Zelensky that there was no change in U.S. policy in turns of our … full-throated support for Ukraine and its sovereignty and territorial integrity."); Williams Dep. Tr. at 83.

	↑ That point is especially noteworthy given testimony indicating that President Trump did not actually care if the investigations occurred, but just wanted them to be announced. When asked by Chairman Schiff if President Zelensky "had to get those two investigations if [the White House meeting] was going to take place," Ambassador Sondland responded: "[President Zelensky] had to announce the investigations. He didn't actually have to do them, as I understood it." Sondland Hearing Tr. at 43.

The Minority Report claims that there is no evidence of corrupt intent because the U.S. "government did not convey the pause to the Ukrainians." Minority Report at ii. But, as explained above, this argument rests on a faulty premise. Ukraine did learn that the assistance had been withheld. And Ukrainian officials came to understand through their communications with United States officials that both the meeting and the military assistance depended on bowing to President Trump's demand for investigations.



	↑ July 25 Call Record at 3-5.

	↑ Statement of Kerri Kupec, Dep't of Just. (Sept. 25, 2019).
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