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late November 2019 that Attorney General Barr had made no formal request regarding a potential investigation into allegations of wrongdoing by former Vice President Biden.[1]

Many Administration officials have also confirmed that there was no formal investigation into these matters within the Department of Justice or formal request to Ukraine for information in connection to the investigations and, moreover, that without going through the official process, the investigations were not proper. As Ambassador Volker testified, "[Mr. Yermak] said, and I think quite appropriately, that if they [Ukraine] are responding to an official request, that's one thing. If there's no official request, that's different. And I agree with that."[2] When Ambassador Volker discovered that no official request for investigations had been conveyed by the Department of Justice, he recalls thinking, "let's just not go there."[3]

In his testimony, Ambassador Taylor corroborated this account. He told the Committees that, on August 16, in a text message exchange with Ambassador Volker, he "learned that Mr. Yermak had asked that the United States submit an official request for an investigation into Burisma's alleged violations of Ukrainian law, if that is what the United States desired."[4] Ambassador Taylor noted that "a formal U.S. request to the Ukrainians to conduct an investigation based on violations of their own law" was "improper" and advised Ambassador Volker to "stay clear."[5] Mr. Kent similarly testified that on August 15, Ambassador Volker's special assistant asked him whether there was any precedent for the United States asking Ukraine to conduct investigations on its behalf. Mr. Kent replied: "[I]f you're asking me have we ever gone to the Ukrainians and asked them to investigate or prosecute individuals for political reasons, the answer is, I hope we haven't, and we shouldn't because that goes against everything that we are trying to promote in post-Soviet states for the last 28 years, which is the promotion of the rule of law."[6]


Fourth, the President's decision disregarded United States foreign policy towards Ukraine and did so abruptly and without explanation. To make a demand that benefits him personally, while endangering the rights of a United States citizen and political opponent is a bright red flag that supports only one conclusion—that the President was putting his own personal and political interests over the Nation's foreign policy interests. There is no dispute that President Trump's requested investigations were not part of any U.S. policy objectives relating to Ukraine, including its anti-corruption policies. Mr. Morrison, Lt. Col. Vindman, Mr. Kent, and Ambassador Taylor all confirmed that an investigation into the Bidens, or the 2016 election, was not a stated or recognized United States foreign policy



	↑ See Olearchyk; see also Ukraine Report at 123. Moreover, with respect to election interference, the President's entire intelligence community had already concluded that Russia was responsible for interfering in the 2016 election and, as President Trump's former Homeland Security Advisor Tom Bossert made clear, the idea of Ukraine hacking the DNC server was "not only a conspiracy theory, it is completely debunked." Id. at 42.

	↑ Volker Dep. Tr. at 198.

	↑ Id. at 197.

	↑ Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 39.

	↑ Id.

	↑ Kent Dep. Tr. at 26.
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