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objective.[1] Notably, President Trump was briefed on official policy prior to both calls that he had with President Zelensky—on April 21 and July 25.[2] Yet he chose not to follow talking points about corruption reform,[3] and instead decided on the July 25 call to go off-book and seek the criminal investigation of his political opponent.

Finally, President Trump's request was almost universally viewed by key United States and Ukrainian officials as improper, unusual, problematic, and, most importantly, purely political:


	Mr. Holmes: "I was shocked the requirement was so specific and concrete. While we had advised our Ukrainian counterparts to voice a commitment to following the rule of law and generally investigating credible corruption allegations, this was a demand that President Zelensky personally commit on a cable news channel to a specific investigation of President Trump's political rival."[4]
	Dr. Hill: "[Ambassador Sondland] was being involved in a domestic political errand, and we were being involved in national security foreign policy, and those two things had just diverged."[5]
	Lt. Col. Vindman: "What I was trying to do . . . was express my concerns about something that I viewed to be problematic."[6]
	Ambassador Taylor: "The Ukrainians did not owe President Trump anything. And holding up security assistance for domestic political gain was crazy."[7]


Other officials also voiced alarm. For example, Dr. Hill testified that Ambassador Bolton told her to "go and tell the [NSC Legal Advisor] that I am not part of whatever drug deal Sondland and Mulvaney



	↑ Impeachment Inquiry: Kurt Volker and Tim Morrison: Hearing Before the H. Perm. Select Comm. on Intelligence, 116th Cong. 147 (Nov. 19, 2019) (confirming that he did not follow-up on the President's request to "investigate the Bidens" because he did "not understand it as a policy objective"); Vindman Hearing Tr. at 119 (confirming that he prepared the talking points for the call, that those talking points did not "contain any discussion of investigations into the 2016 election, the Bidens, or Burisma," and that he was not "aware of any written product from the National Security Council" suggesting those investigations were part of "the official policy of the United States"); Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 179 ("Mrs. Demings[:] Was Mr. Giuliani promoting U.S. national interests or policy in Ukraine . . .? Ambassador Taylor[:] I don't think so, ma'am. . . . Mr. Kent[:] No, he was not. . . . Mrs. Demings[:] . . . What interest do you believe he was promoting. . .? Mr. Kent[:] "I believe he was looking to dig up political dirt against a potential rival in the next election cycle. . . . Ambassador Taylor[:] I agree with Mr. Kent.").

	↑ Vindman-Williams Hearing Tr. at 119.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 52 (citing Deb Riechmann et al., Conflicting White House Accounts of 1st Trump-Zelenskiy Call, Associated Press, Nov. 15, 2019).

	↑ Hill-Holmes Hearing Tr. at 32.

	↑ Id. at. 92.

	↑ Vindman Dep. Tr. at 98.

	↑ Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 45 (statement of Ambassador Taylor).
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