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requested or independently conducted any subsequent review of Ukraine's anti-corruption policies— and the Defense Department adhered to its view that all anti-corruption benchmarks had already been satisfied.[1] He persisted in denying the public and his own staff any explanation, even though Congress and every agency other than OMB (headed by the President's Acting Chief of Staff) supported the provision of military and security assistance to Ukraine and strongly objected to President Trump's hold.[2] Tellingly, the President's purported concerns about corruption in Ukraine as a reason for placing the hold on security assistance were not conveyed at the time of the hold or any time prior to lifting the hold.

Moreover, as numerous United States officials observed, it would be squarely inconsistent with advancing an anti-corruption agenda for an American President to avoid official channels and demand that a foreign leader embroil themselves in our politics by investigating a candidate for President.[3]


Yet President Trump made that very same demand. He also fired, without any explanation, an ambassador widely recognized as a champion in fighting corruption,[4] praised a corrupt prosecutor general in Ukraine,[5] and oversaw efforts to "cut foreign programs tasked with combating corruption 




corruption. . . . [N]ow that this defense institution reform has occurred, we will use the authority provided…to support programs in Ukraine further."); Ukraine Report at 67.


	↑ Cooper Dep. Tr. at. 92-93 ("Q: But DOD did not conduct any sort of review following this statement about whether Ukraine was making any sort of progress with regard to its anticorruption efforts in July or August or beginning of September. Is that right? A: That is correct. Q: Okay. And that's because, as a matter of process and law, all of those events took place precertification, pre-May? A: That is correct. And in the interagency discussions, DOD participants affirmed that we believed sufficient progress has been made. Q: Okay. And it wasn't just DOD participants who believed that these funds should flow to Ukraine during these interagency meetings, correct? A: That's correct. It was unanimous with the exception of the statements by OMB representatives, and those statements were relaying higher level guidance.").

	↑ Ukraine Report at 67 ("In a series of interagency meetings, every represented agency other than OMB (which is headed by Mick Mulvaney, who is also the President's Acting Chief of Staff) supported the provision of assistance to Ukraine and objected to President Trump's hold. Ukraine experts at DOD, the State Department, and the National Security Council (NSC) argued that it was in the national security interest of the United States to continue to support Ukraine."); -Vindman-Williams Hearing Tr. at 125 ("Q. And from what you witnessed, did anybody in the National Security community support withholding the assistance? A. No."); Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 35 ("I and others sat in astonishment. The Ukrainians were fighting Russians and counted on not only the training and weapons but also the assurance of U.S. support.").

	↑ Ukraine Report at 149 ("When it became clear that President Trump was pressuring Ukraine to investigate his political rival, career public servants charged with implementing U.S. foreign policy in a non-partisan manner, such as Lt. Col. Vindman and Ambassador Taylor, communicated to President Zelensky and his advisors that Ukraine should avoid getting embroiled in U.S. domestic politics."); Hill-Holmes Hearing Tr. at 46 ("[O]ur longstanding policy is to encourage them [Ukraine] to establish and build rule of law institutions that are capable and that are independent and that can actually pursue credible allegations. That's our policy. We've been doing that for quite some time with some success. So focusing on particular[] cases, including [] cases where there is an interest of the President, it's just not part of what we've done. It's hard to explain why we would do that."); Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 164 (concluding that President Trump's request "went against U.S. policy" and "would've undermined the rule of law and our longstanding policy goals in Ukraine, as in other countries, in the post-Soviet space").

	↑ Ukraine Report at 38-50; see also id. at 49 ("There was a broad consensus that Ambassador Yovanovitch was successful in helping Ukraine combat pervasive and endemic corruption."); Holmes Dep. Tr. at 142; Hill-Holmes Hearing Tr. at 1819.

	↑ July 25 Call Record at 3.
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