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indicates that Ukraine interfered with the 2016 presidential election."[1]The Republican-led Senate Select Committee on Intelligence concluded the same.[2] It is therefore entirely not credible to suggest that the President's actions were based on a sincere belief that Ukraine interfered in the 2016 United States election or that the so-called "Crowdstrike theory" had any validity.[3]


Similarly, there is no legitimate basis for President Trump to claim former Vice President Biden behaved improperly in calling for the removal of Ukrainian prosecutor general Viktor Shokin. When he called for Mr. Shokin's removal, then-Vice President Biden acted in accordance with and in furtherance of an official United States policy and the broad consensus of various European countries and the International Monetary Fund.[4] Indeed, in late 2015, the International Monetary Fund threatened Ukraine that it would not receive $40 billion in international assistance unless Mr. Shokin was removed.[5] Vice President Biden was subsequently enlisted by the State Department to call for Mr. Shokin's removal—and in late 2015 and early 2016, he announced that the United States would withhold $1 billion in loan guarantees unless Mr. Shokin was dismissed.[6] Ultimately, in March 2016, Ukraine's parliament voted to dismiss Mr. Shokin.[7] Moreover, multiple witnesses confirmed that the removal of Mr. Shokin would have increased the likelihood that Burisma would be investigated for corruption, not the opposite, given that Mr. Shokin was widely considered to be both ineffective and



	↑ Luke Barr & Alexander Mallin, FBI Director Pushes Back on Debunked Conspiracy Theory About 2016 Election Interference, ABC News, Dec. 9, 2019.

	↑ Natasha Bertrand,Senate Panel Look into Ukraine Interference Comes Up Short, Politico, Dec. 2, 2019.

	↑  In fact, what President Trump raised on his call was a false conspiracy theory that Russia did not hack the Democratic National Committee ("DNC") servers in 2016 and that there is a DNC server hidden in Ukraine. As President Trump's own former Homeland Security Advisor Tom Bossert confirmed and previously advised President Trump, this theory has "no validity" and is "completely debunked." See Sheryl Gay Stolberg et al., Trump Was Repeatedly Warned That Ukraine Conspiracy Theory Was 'Completely Debunked', N.Y. Times, Sept. 29, 2019. The theory appears to stem in part from an inaccurate suggestion by the President that Crowdstrike, an American cybersecurity firm retained by the DNC in 2016 to investigate the origins of Russia's hack on DNC servers, is owned by a Ukrainian. It is not. The intelligence communities have unanimously concluded that Russia interfered in the 2016 election, and the President has been repeatedly advised that the Crowdstrike theory is illegitimate. Dr. Hill testified that Mr. Bossert and National Security Advisor H.R. McMaster "spent a lot of time" in 2017 "trying to refute" the Crowdstrike theory and advised the President that the theory of Ukrainian interference was false. Hill Dep. Tr. at 234

	↑ Multiple witnesses thus testified that Mr. Shokin was corrupt and failing to fulfill his duties as Prosecutor General. Mr. Kent, an expert on Ukraine and anti-corruption matters, described "a broad-based consensus" among the United States, European allies, and international financial institutions that Mr. Shokin was "a typical Ukraine prosecutor who lived a lifestyle far in excess of his government salary, who never prosecuted anybody known for having committed a crime" and who "covered up crimes that were known to have been committed." Kent Dep. Tr. at 45. In addition, Ukraine's former prosecutor general Yuriy Lutsenko who had perpetuated this allegation of wrongdoing by the Bidens has since recanted and stated that there is no evidence of wrongdoing by Vice President Biden or his son. See Ukraine Report at 42.

	↑ Courtney Subramanian, Explainer: Biden, Allies Pushed Out Ukrainian Prosecutor Because He Didn't Pursue Corruption Cases, USA Today, Oct. 3, 2019; Neil Buckley, Roman Olearchyk, & Shawn Donnan, IMF Warning Sparks Ukraine Pledge on Corruption and Reform, Fin. Times, Feb. 10, 2016.

	↑ Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 93; Matt Viser & Paul Sonne, Inside Joe Biden's Brawling Efforts to Reform Ukraine—Which Won Him Successes and Enemies, Wash. Post, Oct. 19, 2019.

	↑  Andrew E, Kramer, Ukraine Ousts Viktor Shokin, Top Prosecutor, and Political Stability Hangs in the Balance, N.Y. Times, Mar. 29, 2016.
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