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Ukraine is a "strategic partner of the United States."[1] By contrast, United States "national security policy" correctly identifies Russia as an adversary.[2] As multiple witnesses affirmed, the United States therefore has an interest in supporting Ukraine, to ensure it remains an independent and democratic country that can deter Russian influence, expansion, and military aggression. For example, Ambassador Yovanovitch explained in her testimony that "[s]upporting Ukraine is the right thing to do. It's also the smart thing to do. If Russia prevails and Ukraine falls to Russia dominion, we can expect to see other attempts by Russia to expand its territory and influence."[3] Mr. Morrison elaborated: "Russia is a failing power, but it is still a dangerous one. The United States aids Ukraine and her people so that they can fight Russia over there, and we don't have to fight Russia here."[4]

The military and security assistance that the United States has approved with bipartisan support to Ukraine since 2014 is critical to preventing Russia's expansion and aggression. Ukraine is on the front line of conflict with Russia; its forces defend themselves against Russian aggression every day, in an ongoing war.[5] When the United States provides assistance that allows Ukraine to equip itself with "radar and weapons and sniper rifles, that saves lives. It makes the Ukrainians more effective. It might even shorten the war. That's what our hope is, to show that the Ukrainians can defend themselves and the Russians, in the end, will say 'Okay, we're going to stop.'"[6] In addition, as Ambassador Taylor explained, the delay occurred "at a time when hostilities were still active in the east and when Russia was watching closely to gauge the level of American support for the Ukrainian Government."[7]


Above and beyond the security assistance itself, public support from the United States demonstrates to Russia that "we are Ukraine's reliable strategic partner."[8] In withholding not only assistance, but also a White House meeting, the President denied Ukraine a show of strength that could deter further Russian aggression and help Ukraine negotiate an end to its five-year war with Russia (a war that has already killed over 13,000 Ukrainians).[9] Indeed, the very fact of delayed assistance quite certainly emboldened our enemies and weakened our partner. President Trump's conduct continues to



	↑ Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 28.

	↑ Id. at 53; see also Worldwide Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence Community Before S. Select Comm. on Intelligence, 116th Cong. (Jan. 29, 2019) (testimony by Director Daniel R. Coats, Office of the Director of National Intelligence) ("We assess that Russia poses a cyber espionage, influence, and attack threat to the United States and our allies.").

	↑ Impeachment Inquiry: Marie Yovanovitch: Hearing Before the H. Perm. Select Comm. on Intelligence, 116th Cong. 18 (Nov. 15, 2019). Mr. Holmes elaborated on the importance of Ukraine to our policy goals: "It's been said that without Ukraine, Russia is just a country, but with it, it's an empire." Hill-Holmes Hearing Tr. at 162.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 69; Morrison-Volker Hearing Tr. at 11.

	↑ See, e.g., Ukraine Report at 67-69; Kent. Dep. Tr. at 202, 338-339.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 68; Taylor Dep. Tr. at 153.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 129; Taylor-Kent Hearing Tr. at 40.

	↑ See Ukraine Report at 83. Mr. Kent also testified to this point, explaining that a White House meeting was "also important for U.S. national security because it would have served to bolster Ukraine's negotiating position in peace talks with Russia. It also would have supported Ukraine as a bulwark against further Russian advances in Europe." Id. at 83-84.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 68, 83-84.
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