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By virtue of the conduct encompassed by the First Article of Impeachment, President Trump "has demonstrated that he will remain a threat to national security and the Constitution if allowed to remain in office, and has acted in a manner grossly incompatible with self-governance and the rule of law." That is true in at least two respects: first, he has shown no remorse or regret, but rather insists that his conduct was "perfect" and continues to engage in misconduct; and second, the egregiousness and complexity of his scheme confirm his willingness to abuse the powers of his office for private gain.


a.Lack of Remorse and Continued Misconduct

"It is true that the President has expressed regret for his personal misconduct. But he has never— he has never—accepted responsibility for breaking the law. He has never taken that essential step … He has stubbornly resisted any effort to be held accountable for his violations of the law, for his violations of his constitutional oath, and his violation of his duty as President. To this day, he remains adamantly unrepentant."[1]

Representative Charles Canady, serving as a House Manager, spoke those words while urging the Senate to uphold articles of impeachment against President Clinton. They apply here with full force and only one modification: it is not true "that the President has expressed regret for his personal misconduct." When President Trump, for his own personal political gain, asked for a favor from President Zelensky, he did exactly what our Framers feared most. He invited the influence of a foreign power into our elections—and used the powers of his office to secure that advantage at the direct expense of our national security. Yet President Trump has admitted to no wrongdoing. He maintains that he was always in the right and that his July 25 call with President Zelensky was "perfect."[2]
President Trump has made it clear that he believes he is free to use his Presidential powers the same way, to the same ends, whenever and wherever he pleases.

Any doubt on that score is resolved by his conduct since the scheme came to light. He has made repeated false statements. He has stonewalled Congressional investigators and ordered others to do the same. He has argued that it is illegitimate for the House to investigate him. He has stayed in contact with Mr. Giuliani, his private lawyer, who remains hard at work advancing his client's personal interests in Ukraine. He has attacked Members of the House, as well as witnesses in House proceedings, who questioned his conduct. He has asserted and exercised the prerogative to urge foreign nations to investigate citizens who dare to challenge him politically.[3]


Indeed, even after the Speaker announced the impeachment inquiry, President Trump stated on October 2, "And just so you know, we've been investigating, on a personal basis—through Rudy and others, lawyers—corruption in the 2016 election."[4] The next day, President Trump went further: he



	↑ Proceedings of the U.S. Senate in the Impeachment Trial of President William Jefferson Clinton Vol. II: Floor Trial Proceedings, 106th Cong. 1471 (1999) (statement of Rep. Charles Canady).

	↑ Ukraine Report at 10.

	↑ See Ukraine Report at 140-50; 207-60.

	↑ The White House, Remarks by President Trump and President Niinistö of the Republic of Finland in Joint Press Conference (Oct. 2, 2019).
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