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President for Domestic Affairs John D. Ehrlichman.[1] President Nixon also produced numerous documents and records in response to Congressional subpoenas, including more than 30 transcripts of White House recordings and notes from meetings with the President.[2] This was consistent with prior practice. As the Judiciary Committee explained at the time: "Before the current inquiry, sixty-nine Federal officials had been the subject of impeachment investigations. With the possible exception of one minor official who invoked the privilege against self-incrimination, not one of them challenged the power of the committee conducting the investigation to compel the production of evidence it deemed necessary."[3]

However, President Nixon's production of records was incomplete in a very important respect: he did not produce key tape recordings of Oval Office conversations, and some of the transcripts of such recordings that he produced were heavily edited or inaccurate.[4] President Nixon claimed that his noncompliance with House subpoenas was necessary to protect the confidentiality of Presidential conversations. But as we explain further in the next section, this Committee rejected his arguments and approved an article of impeachment against President Nixon for obstruction of the House's impeachment inquiry.[5]

Twenty-four years later, the House undertook impeachment proceedings against President Clinton. Consistent with precedent, he "pledged to cooperate fully with the [impeachment] investigation."[6] And although the House engaged in very little independent fact-finding, President Clinton substantially cooperated, providing written responses to 81 interrogatories from the Judiciary Committee during the impeachment inquiry—as well as his own DNA.[7]


Thus, Presidents have long recognized that the House enjoys a nearly plenary power of inquiry while investigating grounds for impeachment. This conclusion is further supported by an additional



	↑ See, e.g., Senate Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities, Testimony of John Dean, Watergate and Related Activities, Phase I: Watergate Investigation, 93d Cong. (June 25, 1973); Senate Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities, Testimony of H.R. Haldeman, Watergate and Related Activities, Phase I: Watergate Investigation, 93d Cong. (July 30, 1973); Senate Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities, Testimony of Alexander Butterfield, Watergate and Related Activities, Phase I: Watergate Investigation, 93d Cong. (July 16, 1973); Senate Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities, Testimony of John Ehrlichman, Watergate and Related Activities, Phase I: Watergate Investigation, 93d Cong. (July 24, 1973); see also Ukraine Report at 206.

	↑ Committee Report on Nixon Articles of Impeachment (1974) at 196.

	↑ Id. at 206 (footnote omitted).

	↑ Id. at 203.

	↑ Id. at 382-83.

	↑ Andrew Miga, White House in Crisis, Boston Herald, Oct. 9, 1998.

	↑ Impeachment of William Jefferson Clinton, President of the United States: Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, H.Rep. No. 105-830 at 77 (1998) ("On November 5, 1998, the Committee presented President Clinton with 81 requests for admission.") (hereinafter "Committee Report on Clinton Articles of Impeachment (1998)"). The Judiciary Committee nevertheless concluded that President Clinton's failure to respond to certain written requests for admission, and his alleged perjurious, false, and misleading sworn statements in response to other requests, warranted impeachment. Id. at 76 (Article IV). This proposed article of impeachment, however, was voted down on the House floor. 144 Cong. Rec. H11975, 12042 (1998).
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