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	President Trump's direction was unprecedented: no President has ever issued such direction—or anything even approximating it—in response to an impeachment inquiry.
	President Trump's direction had the natural and foreseeable consequence of obstructing—and did, in fact, obstruct—the House impeachment inquiry:
	Defying a subpoena, the White House refused to produce any information or records to the Investigating Committees as part of this inquiry.[1]
	Defying subpoenas, the Department of State, the Office of Management and Budget, the Department of Energy, and the Department of Defense refused to produce a single record to the Investigating Committees as part of this inquiry.[2]
	Defying subpoenas, nine Administration officials refused to testify before the Investigating Committees, namely Mick Mulvaney (Acting White House Chief of Staff), Robert B. Blair (Assistant to the President and Senior Advisor to the Chief of Staff), John A. Eisenberg (Deputy Counsel to the President for National Security Affairs and Legal Advisor, National Security Council), Michael Ellis (Senior Associate Counsel to the President and Deputy Legal Advisor, National Security Council), Preston Wells Griffith (Senior Director for International Energy and Environment, National Security Council), Russell T. Vought (Acting Director, Office of Management and Budget), Michael Duffey (Associate Director for National Security Programs, Office of Management and Budget), Brian McCormack (Associate Director for Natural Resources, Energy, and Science, Office of Management and Budget, and former Chief of Staff to Secretary of Energy Rick Perry), and T. Ulrich Brechbuhl (Counselor, Department of State).[3]


	The Investigating Committees concluded—with ample reason—that this defiance of their subpoenas resulted in the denial of evidence relevant to the inquiry. Numerous witnesses identified specific relevant documents that have been withheld, and there is substantial evidence that officials who followed President Trump's direction not to appear could have offered testimony bearing on President Trump's course of conduct regarding Ukraine.[4]





	↑ 
See Ukraine Report at 217. The White House has not produced a single document in response to the subpoena. Instead, it has released to the public only two documents: call records from the President's phone calls with President Zelensky on April 21 and July 25, 2019. The public release of a mere two documents comes nowhere close to satisfying President Trump's obligations, or to mitigating the sheer scope and scale of his Administration-wide obstruction of Congress.

	↑ See Ukraine Report at 219-227.

	↑ See Ukraine Report at 231-244. "In addition to the President's broad orders seeking to prohibit all Executive Branch employees from testifying, many of these witnesses were personally directed by senior political appointees not to cooperate with the House's impeachment inquiry. These directives frequently cited or enclosed copies of Mr. Cipollone's October 8 letter conveying the President's order not to comply." Id. at 31, 243.

	↑ See Ukraine Report at 216-227, 229.
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