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The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) explained Ukraine's history of corruption in a 2006 report:




From the early 1990s, powerful officials in [the Ukrainian] government and politics acquired and privatized key economic resources of the state. As well, shadowy businesses, allegedly close to organized crime, became powerful economic forces in several regions of the country. Over the course of the past decade, these business groupings—or clans—as they became called, grew into major financial-industrial structures that used their very close links with and influence over government, political parties, the mass media and the state bureaucracy to enlarge and fortify their control over the economy and sources of wealth. They used ownership ties, special privileges, relations with government and direct influence over the courts and law enforcement and regulatory organizations to circumvent weaknesses in governmental institutions.[1]






Corruption is so pervasive in Ukraine that in 2011, 68.8% of Ukrainian citizens reported that they had bribed a public official within the preceding twelve months.[2] Bribery and facilitation payments[3] are common schemes by which Ukrainian officials demand payment in exchange for ensuring public services are delivered either on time or at all.[4] Corruption also presents an obstacle to private and public business in Ukraine.[5] In 2011, then-President Petro Poroshenko estimated that 15%, or $7.4 billion, of the state budget "ends up in the pockets of officials" through corrupt public procurement practices.[6]


Pervasive corruption in Ukraine has been one of the primary impediments to Ukraine joining the European Union.[7] Corruption-related concerns also figure prominently in the E.U. Ukrainian Association Agreement, the document establishing a political and economic 




https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/people-first-the-latest-in-the-watch-on-ukrainian-democracy-5312797.html.


	↑ U.S. Agency for International Development, Final Report, Corruption Assessment: Ukraine (2006), https://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADK247.pdf.

	↑ Fighting Corruption in Ukraine: Ukrainian Style, Gorshenin Inst., (Mar. 7, 2011), http://gpfeurope.com/upload/iblock/333/round_table_eng.pdf.

	↑ See Facilitation Payments, Corruption Dictionary, Ganintegrity.com, (last visited Oct. 23, 2019), https://www.ganintegrity.com/portal/corruption-dictionary/. Facilitation payments, also known as "grease payments," are a form of bribery made with the purpose of expediting or securing the performance of a routine action to which the payer is legally entitled. Id.

	↑ People & Corruption: Citizens' Voices from Around the World, Transparency Int'l, (2017), https://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/publication/people_and_corruption_citizens_voices_from_around_the_world.

	↑ Id.

	↑ Mark Rachkevych, Under Yanukovych, Ukraine Slides Deeper in Ranks of Corrupt Nations, Kyiv Post, (Dec. 1, 2011).

	↑ See, e.g., Vladimir Isachenkov, Ukraine's integration into West dashed by war and corruption, Assoc. Press, Mar. 26, 2019.
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