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his clear understanding was unchanged after speaking with President Trump, which he then
communicated to the Ukrainians—President Zelensky had to publicly announce the two
investigations if he wanted to get the meeting or the military aid.

In Ambassador Sondland’s testimony, he was not clear on whether he had one
conversation with the President in which the subject of a quid pro quo came up, or two, or on
precisely which date the conversation took place during the period of September 6 through 9. In
one version of the conversation, which Ambassador Sondland suggested may have taken place
on September 9, he claimed that the President answered an open question about what he wanted
from Ukraine with an immediate denial—“no quid pro quo.” In another, he admitted that the
President told him that President Zelensky should go to a microphone and announce the
investigations, and that he should want to do so—effectively confirming a quid pro quo.

Both Ambassador Taylor and Mr. Morrison, relying on their contemporaneous notes,
testified that the call between Ambassador Sondland and President Trump occurred on
September 7, which is further confirmed by Ambassador Sondland’s own text message on
September 8, in which he wrote that he had “multiple convos” with President Zelensky and
President Trump. A call on September 9, which would have occurred in the middle of the night,
is at odds with the weight of the evidence and not backed up by any records the White House
was willing to provide Ambassador Sondland. Regardless of the date, Ambassador Sondland did
not contest telling both Mr. Morrison and Ambassador Taylor of a conversation he had with the
President in which the President reaffirmed Ambassador Sondland’s understanding of the quid
pro quo for the military aid.

As Ambassador Sondland acknowledged bluntly in his conversation with Mr. Holmes,
President Trump’s sole interest with respect to Ukraine was the “big stuff” that benefited him
personally, such as the investigations into former Vice President Biden, and not President
Zelensky’s promises of transparency and reform.



The President’s Scheme Unraveled




By early September, President Zelensky was ready to make a public announcement of the
two investigations to secure a White House meeting and the military assistance his country
desperately needed. He proceeded to book an interview on CNN, during which he could make
such an announcement, but other events soon intervened.

On September 9, the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, the Committees
on Oversight and Reform, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs announced an investigation into
the scheme by President Trump and his personal attorney, Mr. Giuliani, “to improperly pressure
the Ukrainian government to assist the President’s bid for reelection.” The Committees sent
document production and preservation requests to the White House and the State Department
related to the investigation. NSC staff members believed this investigation might have had “the
effect of releasing the hold” on Ukraine military assistance because it would have been
“potentially politically challenging” to “justify that hold.”
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