



	
	

	
	

	Page:Impeachment of Donald J. Trump, President of the United States — Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives.pdf/421

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

Ukraine, but in the United States. That is, it may turn out to be a clear conspiracy against Biden."206

Despite Ukraine's significance to U.S. national security as a bulwark against Russian aggression and the renewed opportunity that President Zelensky's administration offered for bringing Ukraine closer to the United States and Europe, President Trump did not ask Secretary of State Michael Pompeo, Acting Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan, or National Security Advisor John Bolton to lead the delegation to President Zelensky's inauguration. Instead, according to Mr. Holmes, the White House "ultimately whittled back an initial proposed list for the official delegation to the inauguration from over a dozen individuals to just five."207

Topping that list was Secretary Perry. Accompanying him were Ambassador Sondland, U.S. Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Ambassador Volker, and NSC Director for Ukraine Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman.208 Acting Deputy Chief of Mission (Chargé d'Affaires) of U.S. Embassy Kyiv Joseph Pennington joined the delegation, in place of outgoing U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch. U.S. Senator Ron Johnson also attended the inauguration and joined several meetings with the presidential delegation. When asked if this delegation was "a good group," Mr. Holmes replied that it "was not as senior a delegation as we [the U.S. embassy] might have expected."209

Secretary Perry, Ambassador Volker, and Ambassador Sondland subsequently began to refer to themselves as the "Three Amigos." During the delegation's meeting with President Zelensky, Mr. Holmes recounted that "Secretary Perry passed President Zelensky a list of, quote, 'people he trusts' from whom Zelensky could seek advice on energy sector reform, which was the topic of subsequent meetings between Secretary Perry and key Ukrainian energy sector contacts, from which Embassy personnel were excluded by Secretary Perry's staff."210

Mr. Holmes assessed that the delegation's visit proceeded smoothly, although "at one point during a preliminary meeting of the inaugural delegation, someone in the group wondered aloud about why Mr. Giuliani was so active in the media with respect to Ukraine."211
Ambassador Sondland responded: "Dammit, Rudy. Every time Rudy gets involved he goes and effs everything up."212 Mr. Holmes added: "He used the 'F' word."213

By the time of the inauguration, Mr. Holmes assessed that President Zelensky and the Ukrainians were already starting to feel pressure to conduct political investigations related to former Vice President Biden.214 Lt. Col. Vindman also was concerned about the potentially negative consequences of Mr. Giuliani's political efforts on behalf of President Trump—both for U.S. national security and also Ukraine's longstanding history of bipartisan support in the U.S. Congress.215

During the U.S. delegation's meeting with President Zelensky on the margins of the inauguration, Lt. Col. Vindman was the last person to speak.216 He "offered two pieces of advice" to President Zelensky. First, he advised the new leader, "be particularly cautious with regards to Russia, and its desire to provoke Ukraine."217 And second, Lt. Col. Vindman warned, "stay out of U.S. domestic … politics."218 Referencing the activities of Mr. Giuliani, Lt. Col Vindman explained:
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