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[I]n the March and April timeframe, it became clear that there were-there were actors in the U.S., public actors, nongovernmental actors that were promoting the idea of investigations and 2016 Ukrainian interference. And it was consistent with U.S. policy to advise any country, all the countries in my portfolio, any country in the world, to not participate in U.S. domestic politics. So I was passing the same advice consistent with U.S. policy.219







U.S. Officials Briefed President Trump About their Positive Impressions of Ukraine




Ambassadors Volker and Sondland left Kyiv with "a very favorable impression" of the new Ukrainian leader.220 They believed it was important that President Trump "personally engage with the President of Ukraine in order to demonstrate full U.S. support for him," including by inviting him to Washington for a meeting in the Oval Office.221 It was agreed that the delegation would request a meeting with President Trump and personally convey their advice. They were granted time with President Trump on May 23.

According to Mr. Kent, the delegation was able to secure the Oval Office meeting shortly after the return from Kyiv because of Ambassador Sondland's "connections" to Acting White House Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney and President Trump.222 Christopher Anderson, Special

Advisor to Ambassador Kurt Volker, also attributed the delegation's ability to quickly confirm a meeting with President Trump to Ambassador Sondland's "connections to the White House."223

At the May 23 meeting, Ambassadors Sondland and Volker were joined by Secretary Perry, Senator Johnson, and Dr. Charles M. Kupperman, the Deputy National Security Advisor. Mr. Mulvaney may have also participated.224

Lt. Col. Vindman, who had represented the White House at President Zelensky's inauguration, did not participate in the meeting. Dr. Hill directed him not to join, because she had learned that "there was some confusion" from the President "over who the director for Ukraine is."225 Specifically, Dr. Hill testified that around the time of the May 23 debriefing in the Oval Office, she "became aware by chance and accident" that President Trump had requested to speak with the NSC's Ukraine director about unspecified "materials."226 A member of the NSC executive secretary's staff stated that in response to the President's request, "we might be reaching out to Kash.227

Dr. Hill testified that she understood the staff to be referring to Mr. Patel, who then served as a director in the NSC's directorate of International Organizations and Alliances, not the directorate of Europe and Russia.228 She subsequently consulted with Dr. Kupperman and sought to clarify if Mr. Patel "had some special... Ambassador Sondland-like representational role on Ukraine" that she had not been informed about, but "couldn't elicit any information about that."229 All Dr. Kupperman said was that he would look into the matter.230 Dr. Hill also testified that she never saw or learned more about the Ukraine-related "materials" that the President believed he had received from Mr. Patel, who maintained a close relationship with Ranking Member Nunes after leaving his staff to join the NSC.231
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