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supported more engagement with Ukraine by senior White House officials but warned that "Mr. Giuliani was a key voice with the President on Ukraine."257 According to Ambassador Bolton, Mr. Giuliani's influence "could be an obstacle to increased White House engagement."258
Ambassador Bolton joked that "every time Ukraine is mentioned, Giuliani pops up."259

Ambassador Bolton also reportedly joined Dr. Hill in warning Ambassador Volker against contacting Mr. Giuliani.260 Dr. Hill was particularly concerned about engagement with Mr. Giuliani because "the more you engage with someone who is spreading untruths, the more validity you give to those untruths."261 She further testified that she also discussed Mr. Giuliani's activities with Dr. Kupperman, specifically her concern that "Ukraine was going to be played by Giuliani in some way as part of the campaign."262

On June 18, Ambassador Volker, Acting Assistant Secretary of State Ambassador Philip T. Reeker, Secretary Perry, Ambassador Sondland, and State Department Counselor T. Ulrich Brechbuhl participated in a meeting at the Department of Energy to follow up to the May 23 Oval Office meeting.263 Ambassador William Taylor, Chargé d'Affaires for U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, who had arrived in Ukraine just the day before, participated by phone from Kyiv.264 The group agreed that a meeting between President Trump and President Zelensky would be valuable.265 However, Ambassadors Volker and Sondland subsequently relayed to Ambassador Taylor that President Trump "wanted to hear from Zelensky before scheduling the meeting in the Oval Office."266 Ambassador Taylor testified that he did not understand, at that time, what the President wanted to hear from his Ukrainian counterpart.267 However, Ambassador Volker's assistant, Mr. Anderson, recalled "vague discussions" about addressing "Mr. Giuliani's continued calls for a corruption investigation."268

The quid pro quo-conditioning the Oval Office meeting that President Trump first offered the Ukrainian leader during their April 21 call on the Ukrainians' pursuit of investigations that would benefit President Trump politically-was beginning to take shape. As Ambassador Sondland testified, the conditions put on the White House meeting and on Ukraine's continued engagement with the White House would get "more insidious" with the passage of time.269



President Trump Invited Foreign Interference in the 2020 Election




As U.S. officials debated how to meet the President's demands as articulated by Mr. Giuliani, President Trump publicly disclosed on June 12 in an Oval Office interview with ABC News anchor George Stephanopoulos that there was "nothing wrong with listening" to a foreign power who offered political dirt on an opponent. The President added, "I think I'd want to hear it."

Mr. Stephanopoulos then pressed the President directly, "You want that kind of interference in our elections?" to which President Trump replied, "It's not an interference, they have information. I think I'd take it."270 President Trump also made clear that he did not think a foreign power offering damaging information on an opponent was necessarily wrong, and said only that he would "maybe" contact the FBI "if I thought there was something wrong."271
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