



	
	

	
	

	Page:Impeachment of Donald J. Trump, President of the United States — Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives.pdf/444

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

also important for U.S. national security because it would have served to bolster Ukraine’s
negotiating position in peace talks with Russia. It also would have supported Ukraine as a
bulwark against further Russian advances in Europe.

Multiple witnesses unanimously attested to the importance of a White House meeting for
Ukraine and the United States. For example, David Holmes, the Political Counselor at the U.S.
Embassy in Kyiv, testified that a White House meeting was “critical” to President Zelensky’s
ability to “encourage Russian President Putin to take seriously President Zelensky’s peace
efforts.”456 Likewise, Deputy Assistant Secretary George Kent explained that a White House
meeting was “very important” for Ukrainians to demonstrate the strength of their relationship
with “Ukraine’s strongest supporter.” He also said that it “makes sense” for the United States to
meet with the Ukrainians as they were on “the front lines of Russian malign influence and
aggression.”457

Dr. Fiona Hill, Deputy Assistant to the President and Senior Director of Europe and
Russia at the NSC, explained that a White House meeting would supply the new Ukrainian
Government with “the legitimacy that it needed, especially vis-à-vis the Russians,”—and that the
Ukrainians viewed a White House meeting as “a recognition of their legitimacy as a sovereign
state.”458 Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, the NSC Director for Ukraine, testified that a White
House meeting would provide a “show of support” from “the most powerful country in the world
and Ukraine’s most significant benefactor,” which would help the Ukrainian President “establish
his bona fides” and “implement his agenda.”459

Ambassador Kurt Volker, Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations, also
recognized that it was “a tremendous symbol of support” to have President Zelensky visit the
White House.460 He explained that a meeting “enhances [President Zelensky’s] stature, that he is
accepted, that he is seen at the highest level. The imagery you get from being at the White
House is the best in the world, in terms of how it enhances someone’s image.”461

President Trump “Wanted to Hear from Zelensky” Before Scheduling Oval Office Meeting
Ambassador William B. Taylor, Jr. arrived in Ukraine as the new Chargé d’Affaires at
the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv on June 17, 2019. After arriving, Ambassador Taylor worked to
secure an Oval Office meeting between President Trump and President Zelensky. This was “an
agreed-upon goal” of policymakers in both Ukraine and the United States.462

Ambassador Taylor worked with Ambassador Volker and Ambassador to the European
Union Gordon Sondland—two of the Three Amigos—to try to schedule this meeting. Just days
after beginning his new position, Ambassador Taylor learned that President Trump “wanted to
hear from Zelensky” before scheduling the Oval Office meeting, but Ambassador Taylor did not
understand what that meant at the time.463 On June 27, Ambassador Sondland informed
Ambassador Taylor that President Zelensky needed to “make clear” to President Trump that he,
President Zelensky, was not “standing in the way of ‘investigations.’”464 Ambassador Taylor
relayed this conversation to Mr. Holmes, who testified that he understood “investigations” in that
context to mean the “Burisma-Biden investigations that Mr. Giuliani and his associates had been
speaking about” publicly.465
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