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Ukrainians about next steps" regarding the Oval Office meeting for President Zelensky.497 As Dr. Hill was leaving Ambassador Bolton's office, he pulled her aside and directed her to attend the Ward Room meeting to "find out what they're talking about and come back" and report to him. Dr. Hill followed his instruction.498

During the Ward Room meeting, which occurred after a brief photo opportunity outside the West Wing, Ambassador Sondland was more explicit in pressing the Ukrainians to undertake the investigations in order to secure an Oval Office meeting for President Zelensky. Lt. Col. Vindman testified that when the group entered the Ward Room, Ambassador Sondland began to "review what the deliverable would be in order to get the meeting," and that "to the best of my recollection, he did specifically say 'investigation of the Bidens.'" Lt. Col. Vindman said the request "was explicit. There was no ambiguity" and that Ambassador Sondland also mentioned "Burisma."499

Dr. Hill entered the Ward Room as the discussion was underway. She testified that "Ambassador Sondland, in front of the Ukrainians, as I came in, was talking about how he had an agreement with Chief of Staff Mulvaney for a meeting with the Ukrainians if they were going to go forward with investigations. And my director for Ukraine [Lt. Col. Vindman] was looking completely alarmed."500 Dr. Hill recalled that Ambassador Sondland mentioned "Burisma" in the presence of the Ukrainians, in response to which Mr. Danyliuk also appeared "very alarmed" and as if he did not know what was happening.501

Dr. Hill confronted Ambassador Sondland, informing him that Ambassador Bolton had sent her there to ensure that the U.S. officials did not commit "at this particular juncture" to a meeting between President Trump and President Zelensky. Ambassador Sondland responded that he and the Ukrainians already had an agreement that the meeting would go forward.502 At Dr. Hill's urging, however, Ambassador Sondland excused the Ukrainian officials, who moved into the corridor near the White House Situation Room.

Dr. Hill then told Ambassador Sondland: "Look, I don't know what's going on here, but Ambassador Bolton wants to make it very clear that we have to talk about, you know, how are we going to set up this meeting. It has to go through proper procedures." Lt. Col. Vindman relayed his own concerns to Ambassador Sondland in the Ward Room.503 He explained that "the request to investigate the Bidens and his son had nothing to do with national security, and that such investigations were not something that the NSC was going to get involved in or push."504

Ambassador Sondland responded that he had had conversations with Mr. Mulvaney and he also mentioned Mr. Giuliani. Lt. Col. Vindman confirmed that Ambassador Sondland described an agreement he had with Mr. Mulvaney about the Oval Office meeting: "I heard him say that this had been coordinated with White House Chief of Staff Mr. Mick Mulvaney … He just said that he had had a conversation with Mr. Mulvaney, and this is what was required in order to get a meeting."505 Dr. Hill then cut the conversation short because she "didn't want to get further into this discussion at all." She testified that Ambassador Sondland "was clearly annoyed with this, but then, you know, he moved off. He said he had other meetings."506
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