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Later on July 10, when Ambassador Taylor asked Ambassador Volker how the meetings went with the Ukrainian officials and whether they had resulted in a decision on a presidential call, Ambassador Volker replied: "Not good—lets talk."507

Following the July 10 White House meetings, Mr. Yermak followed up with Ambassador Volker by text message: "Thank you for meeting and your clear and very logical position. Will be great meet with you before my departure and discuss. I feel that the key for many things is Rudi and I ready to talk with him at any time."508



Concerned Officials Reported Details of This "Drug Deal" to White House Lawyers




After the Ward Room meeting, Dr. Hill returned to Ambassador Bolton's office and relayed what she had just witnessed. Ambassador Bolton was "very angry" and instructed her to report the conversation to John Eisenberg, Deputy Counsel to the President for National Security Affairs and the Legal Advisor to the National Security Council:




And he told me, and this is a direct quote from Ambassador Bolton: You go and tell Eisenberg that I am not part of whatever drug deal Sondland and Mulvaney are cooking up on this, and you go and tell him what you've heard and what I've said.509






Dr. Hill explained that "drug deal" referred to Ambassador Sondland's and Mr. Mulvaney's conditioning of a White House meeting on investigations.510 By this point, Dr. Hill explained, it was clear that investigations were "code, at least, for Burisma. Because that had been mentioned, you know, in the course of Mr. Giuliani's appearances on television."511
Numerous U.S. officials, including Ambassadors Sondland, Volker, and Bolton, as well as Lt. Col. Vindman and others, were well aware of Mr. Giuliani's efforts to push Ukraine to pursue these political investigations.

Following the meeting with Ambassador Bolton, Dr. Hill reported what had occurred to Mr. Eisenberg. She conveyed to Mr. Eisenberg the details of the two meetings, including Ambassador Sondland's agreement with Mr. Mulvaney to provide the White House meeting if Ukraine agreed to pursue the investigations.512 The initial conversation between Dr. Hill and Mr. Eisenberg was brief, and they scheduled a longer discussion for the next day.513

On July 11, Dr. Hill enlisted another NSC official who attended the July 10 meetings, Senior Director for International Energy and Environment P. Wells Griffith, to attend the longer discussion with Mr. Eisenberg.514 Dr. Hill and Mr. Griffith went over the events of July 10 and further explained that Ambassador Sondland said that he had been communicating with Mr. Giuliani. Mr. Eisenberg was "very concerned" and stated that he would follow up. Dr. Hill understood that Mr. Eisenberg later discussed the issue with his "reporting authority," specifically, White House Counsel Pat Cipollone.515


Lt. Col. Vindman separately reported his concerns about the July 10 meetings to Mr. Eisenberg. He told Mr. Eisenberg that Ambassador Sondland had asked for investigations into "Bidens and Burisma," which he thought was "inappropriate."516 Lt. Col. Vindman also reported that the investigation "Mr. Giuliani was pushing was now being pulled into a, you know, national
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