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shocked. I mean, I was very surprised that President Trump would—first of all, that I would feature repeatedly in a Presidential phone call, but secondly, that the President would speak about me or any ambassador in that way to a foreign counterpart."614 When asked whether she felt "threatened" by President Trump's statement that "she's going to go through some things," Ambassador Yovanovitch answered that she did.615



Praise of Corrupt Former Ukrainian Prosecutor




After disparaging Ambassador Yovanovitch, who had an extensive record of combatting corruption, President Trump praised an unnamed former Ukrainian prosecutor general—referring to Yuriy Lutsenko—who was widely considered to be corrupt and had promoted false allegations against Ambassador Yovanovitch.616 President Trump told President Zelensky: "Good because I heard you had a prosecutor who was very good and he was shut down and that's really unfair. A lot of people are talking about that, the way they shut your very good prosecutor down and you had some very bad people involved."617 He later added, "I heard the prosecutor was treated very badly and he was a very fair prosecutor so good luck with everything."618

At the time of the July 25 call, Mr. Lutsenko—who was collaborating with Mr. Giuliani to smear Ambassador Yovanovitch and the Bidens—was still the Ukrainian prosecutor general. Mr. Holmes testified that Mr. Lutsenko "was not a good partner. He had failed to deliver on the promised reforms that he had committed to when he took office, and he was using his office to insulate and protect political allies while presumably enriching himself."619 By July 2019, Mr. Holmes assessed that Mr. Lutsenko was "trying to angle to keep his job" under the new Zelensky Administration and that part of his strategy was "appealing to Rudy Giuliani and Donald Trump by pushing out these false theories about the Bidens and the 2016 election."620

Multiple witnesses testified that another former Ukrainian prosecutor, Mr. Shokin, was also considered to be corrupt. For example, Mr. Kent testified during his deposition that Mr. Lutsenko and Mr. Shokin were "corrupt former prosecutors" who were "peddling false information in order to extract revenge against those who had exposed their misconduct, including U.S. diplomats, Ukrainian anticorruption officials, and reform-minded civil society groups in Ukraine."621 Ambassador Volker testified at his public hearing that Mr. Lutsenko was "not credible, and was acting in a self-serving capacity."622 Mr. Holmes further noted that Mr. Lutsenko "resisted fully empowering truly independent anticorruption institutions that would help ensure that no Ukrainians, however powerful, were above the law."623

After the call, the White House press office issued a short and incomplete summary of the call, omitting major elements of the conversation. The press statement read:




Today, President Donald J. Trump spoke by telephone with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine to congratulate him on his recent election. President Trump and President Zelenskyy discussed ways to strengthen the relationship between the United States and Ukraine, including energy and economic cooperation. Both leaders also expressed that they look forward to the opportunity to meet.624
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